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Fne leader of the Army of the Poiomac, Major General George G. Meade

on Octoter 23, 186L, had vigited Lieutenant General Ulysses: 5, Grentls

City Point, Virginia;_headquarters. While there, Meade had proposed

trat he employ three of his four corps to furn the Army of Northern

s right beyond Hetcher Run and drive for the South Side Railrocad.

Grant told Neade that he would have to give additional thought to the

feade then returned to his neadquarters.

" On the 2hth Meade was handed a telegram from Grant, marked confi-

dential, Unfolding the message, Meade found that he was to:
Meke your'preparations to march out at an early hour

on the 27th to gain possession of the gouth Side Railroad,

: and to hold it and fortify back to your present left. In

- - commencing your advance, move in three columns...with the _

~ same force you proposed to take. [ Major General John G._/
Parke, who starts out nearest to.the enemy, should be in-
structed that if he finds the enemy intrenched and their
works well marmed, he is not to attack but confront him,

"“ and be prepared to advance promptly when he finds that by
. the movement of the other two colums to the right and rear

‘of them they begin to give way.

When the columns marched, each soldier was to carry three days' ra-

ition on his persoti. Wagons

and ambulances were to be parked a considerable distance in front of the

“tbel picket line. Another 20 rounds of small-arms srrunition per Han,

“long with a reserve supply:bf artiliery projectiles, were to be loaded

ity wagons by the ordnance people and held ready to roll when callied for.

of stores, and all

t“iots alons bhe Military Railroad were to be cleared

1]

ians, smiulences, and ertillery horses not accempanying the corps were

% L,



l'r,o be sent to City Point on the night of the 26th. 1 - ' b

According to information wrung by Meade's officers from Rebel deserters,
the Patersburg earthworks were being g:{tended ’oy_ComEedefate fétigue detalls
and Negro work gangs to Hatcher Run. These'riflempj__ts were to terminate

t redoubis previously thrown up by Rebel horsesoldiers on the south bank

Io Hatcher Hun, abeut one mile above Armstrong's Mill, and were said not
o cross or extend up the run. At Burgess' Mill, where the Boydton Plank

oad crossed Hatcher Pun, there were artillery emplacements and some in-
Ifamry parapebs, but no ljne of entrenchments. |
The Petersburg lines from the Appomattox below the 01ty to Batitery
Ih.o. 31 were reportedly defended by Major General Bushrod R. Johnson's |

combat-ready division. Lieutenant General Ambrose P, Hill's I1T Corps

Iheld the remamder of the llne from Battery No, 3t to Arthur Swamp

¥z jor General Henry Heth's division on the left, Major General Cadmus M.
. ’-‘Jilcox‘ on the right, with Ma,jor General William Mahone's in reserve.
Iha.]or General. Wade Hampton's two cavalry divisions (Lee's and Butler‘s) : Lk
- 2nd Brigadier General Jemes Dearing's mounted brigade were on the Tight e
. I of the Confederate infantry.
l Meade and his chief of staff, Major General Andrew A. Humphreys,
" Prepared té: alert their corps and cavalry commanders to get ready for

I another big offensive. Several changes were made by Meade as to the

amount- of ‘rations and ammnition to be teken along by his army. The.

I foldiers were to carry ‘three full deys' rations in their haversacks, and

' ‘f"src’e days! bread and smell rations in knapsack." Sixty rounds of ammu-

falion were to be teken on the person; with another 40 rounds per man in

The artillery was to bring along 250 progectlles

"¥5r gun, using the caissons of the field pieces emplaced in the redoubts instezd

l the ordnance wagens.,
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Cf‘ additional wagons. One-half the ambu'lanc'es were to go with the trocps,

.mile each brigade was to be allotted one medicine and one hospltal Wagon,

i baggege or headquarbers wagons vere to be allowed to accompany the

" ealumns, bubt pack mules could be utilized to bring up the officers! rations

""'*r'd tents. Clerks, orderlies, and others on detached or special assign-

" a0
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(unless their services! were deemed essential) were to be armed and

.....

1sstructed to reoort back to their units. Each corps was to designate

e qi‘f‘lcer to teke cnarge of the horses and calssons belonging to the

: rwterles posted in the redoubts, with orders to see that they were

A o o

with the train of the Artillery Reserve,"

- “parked
from 30,000 to 35,000 infantry

‘How to organlze a striking force of

' *d s‘alll nave sufficient manpower to hold the investment line plagued

The withdrawal: of large runbers of troops from the garthworks

':_"':'_i"ﬂade )

p General Robert E. Lee and his

: ‘n::uld have to be done with finesse to kee

: ""anerals from ascertainin

mohty blow., Major General Wlnfleld S. Hancock (whose II Corps held the

_bli‘lcatlons from Battery XXIV on the left to the redoubts at Spring

gadier General Nelson Miles' First Division re-

-.iiill)_was to see that Br:L

= :
My ‘fed the Second 3_nd Third Divisions on the line. On bemg relleved by

."-"3-“{31?.3_-‘: bluecoats, Brigadier General Gershon Mott was to mass his Third

_ Sion on the cleared ground near Southall‘s house, Brigadier General

”“"3 1'*' Egan was to concentrate hls Second Division near Fort Bross.

e mwements were to begin as scon as it was dark, and Moti's and

e SOld.'}_eI‘S st be massed beyond the view of the enemy by dayllght"

¥ajor General Gouverneur K, Wa

¢ BITSh by Wednesdsy night, the R6th. Meanwhile, Warren and his staff

R o g e ST R S RN y . - -

g that the Army of the Potomac was aboul to strike

rren was notified to have his V Corps re
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_yere to see that the troops left behind *to hold the redoubts and inclosed

| f;-,tteries" from Battery No. XXIV to Fort Conahey were posted., According

‘ yest of his footsoldiers and guns out of the Confederates' sight.

-~ combat personnel was to be

of hqrsesoidiers. General Gregg soon notified Chief of Staff Humphreys o

..i'i‘;e days .

to on estimate prepared by Werren's stafi, 2,200 infantry and 32 guns

would be sufficient to discharge this mission. Warren wes to form the

5

like Warren, General Parke of the IX Corps was ordered to have his

‘men ready to move on the night of the 26ih. ‘Fifteen hundred footsoldiers

snd 2, guns were to be stationed in the redoubts and enclosed works from

Ford Fis‘ﬁer on the right to Fort Cummings on the left, All other IX Corps

concentrated %at convenient points for movement,

6

cut of view of the eneny."

: 'Brigadier General David McM. Grege of the cavalry was to alert his

:::':.-'d'ivision to be ready to ride on Wednesday night. Preparatory to taking

‘the field, Gregg was to recall his pickets.

Evidently, Meade and his staff were not too well versed in the ways

ﬂth?-t it will scarcely be possible for the cavalry to carry on their
-".-"'J'Pérsons three days! bread and small rations in addition to three days!'

""I::I"a_tions in the haversacks," Since each trooper would have to take 20

‘pounds of forage in his haversack, there would be no room for extra

. :_fatioﬂs. Gregg would therefore have his men cram four days' rations in

their knapsacks, and czution them that -the- rei_tions would have to last

8
As soon as it was dark on October 24, Miles' division marched - from

its camps, and the troops moved into the trenches, relieving Egan's and

Tt .
“Culls goldiers.

I



' Upon being replaced in the rifle-pits, Egain'é brigade comsanders at

A temporary camp was

iZO a.m, put their units in motion for Fort Bross.
- = & large fabigue detail

| +ablished a short distance behind the redoubt,

 _ lom Egan's 2d Brigade (Colonel James M.

til1l L a.m,, strengthening the earthworks. When these men were sscured,

Willett!s) had remained behind,

l project enginser co'd the officer in charge to proceed Lo Avery's

The troops were keot standing in ranks at Avery's house until

: iouse
- ®o11 after daybreak, eweiting additional instructions from Colonel

211ett. Orders finally came to march to Fort Bross, but nothing was

said about concealing their movements from Rebel lockouts, consequently,

: l‘reqeral Hancock was distressed to learn that w

11 view of the Confederates.

shen the column moved south,

gwick, ' . j :

'its line of march was in fu
At 10 p.m. the troops from Mott's division garrisoning Forls Sed e
R

avis, and Alexander Hays had b een reli_eved by units from Miles! division, ' ; :

and, falling in behind their guides, they hiked to the rendezvous at

lSouthall's. hen of the Tnlrd Division posted in Forts Blaisdell, Bross,

and Stevenson were scheduled to rejoin their units on the morning of the

26th,

General Hancock at 9 a.m, on October 25 notified Meade's headquarters

that Egan's and Moit's troops viad been relieved. A 900-man fatigue detail

l had spent the nlg,nt working on fortifications near Dunn's and Avery's

houses. The Conf ederates at the same time- had been building bomb—proofs

and covered ways behind thelr I‘lfle-plts opposite Fort McGilvery.

m yiles during the day notified Hancock that it required 1,900 men to

rzn the picket line. To do this, he had 6,200 riflemen which was insuf-

ficient, If the regiment currently guarding the depot at Cedar Leval

vars ordered bo regort to him, Miles was of the opinion that he would
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| l - Wlthdrawn from Fort Easkell

een s samis o e £

I. road in rear of the deserted house. Battery H,

11.
have enough men to alscharge his mission.

Chief of Staff Humphreys, on learning of Miles' problems, issued or-

ders for the reélment at Cedar level to report to the First Division, when

12
the depot was. abandoned

Hancock on the 25tn notified Egen and Mott that tents would be struck

a2t noon tomorrow Forage, rations, and apmmunition nrequired from the

Several changes wWere

pade in the amount of rations to be taken along on the expedition. Each

- man was to carry four days! rations on his person 1nstead of six, "o

count from the morning of the 27th,® One day's supply of salt meat was

‘to be taken in haversacks and three days' beef on the hoof. £1] public

aﬁd personal pronerty in excess of what the officers and men could carry

on their persons oOr horses ‘were to be turned over to the corps' chief

The troops were to be prepared to march

;
¢
{
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quartermaster for sai’ekeeplng,

I ‘trains must be drawn and issued by" that time,

at 2 pom. To keep information as to thea.r destmatn_on from reachmg the

he order of march would not be issued till

I ~foe, it was annouﬁced that ©
: , : 13
the morning of the 26th.

Major John G. He.zerd, vho bossed the II Corps! artillery,had a tough

assigament getiing h15 batteries ready to roll. On the night of the

21+th a sectlon of the Lth Battery, Maine Light Artillery which had been

relleVed the section of Battery P, 1st

~Pennsylvania posted in Battery No, X. The other section of Battery F

was recalled from FOI‘u ted.man s re;]ozmlr;g its parent unit near Baxter

{st Ohio Light Artil-

lery was moved from Fort Sedgwick, one sectlon belng ordered into.

Battery No, XI1I and the other into Battery No. XIV, relieving the

10th pattery, Massachusells Light Artillery. The Massachusetls cah-
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. noneers marched from the earthworks to the Fort Bross rendezvous, where
'.they found Battery X, Lth U, 3. Light Artillery. Batteries C and I,
‘5tn U.-S. Light Artillery and the 1st Batiery, New Hampshire Light

© pptillery, which had been In CoXps Ieserve, reported to Generzl Mott

14

o e R

" gt Southall's.

A staff-meeting was held on the 25th in General Parke's command post

" at Peebles' House,  With the assistance of his staff, Parke designated

the units that would be Lleft to hold the IX Corps' line, Fort Fisher

“:BES‘tO be garrisoned by the 31st Maine and the 45th Pennsylvania; Fort

o “'""-"’ﬂ“.‘"‘-"‘wmm«.- -

“ Welch by the 51st New York, the 59th Massachusetls, and the 17th Vermont;

“Fort Gregg by the 8th Michigan and recruits from the 51st Pennsylvania;

'ﬁbert Sampson by the 3d Maryland; Fort Cummings by the Léth New York.

“1mmed1ate vicinity" of the fort garrisoned,

";Ehch unlt was to camp in the

-ﬁiand'was expected to plcket thneir entire front. Iieutenant Colonel Ralph

as senlor officer, was to be in charge of the

-7ffﬂy of the 8th Michigan,
o 15

ortified line when the IX Corps marched out.

General Meade and his headquarters people by this time had finished

Lhe routes that the various unlts were Lo take were

. ?tudying_their MEPS.

ﬁ&%ted Orders were drafted and distributed. On the afternoon of the

3 25th Hancock was to move Egan's and ¥Mott's lelslons o the Vaughan road

To reach this area, the

e

ﬁJUSt outside the line of rear intrenchments.”

"gtrOOPS who wore.the clover-leaf were to take a route well to the rear,

Hanuock at

IR

f;;bg as to be out of sight of Confederaue observation posts.

-11?'a.m. on the 27th was to march his corps via Vaughan road, CTroSs Hetcher

- R, wpass by Debney's Mill and Wilson and Arnold's steam saw-mill on the

Bem . .
toydion plank road; cross the open country to Claiborne's road near its

Intersection® with White Ozk road, and recross Hatcher Run., His column
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I would then march to lhe South Side Railroad, striking it at a point about

tnree miles east of Sutherland Station.

General Gregg was to assemble his cavelry division {about 3,000 strong)
on the afternocon of the 24th near Hatcher Run. When his troopers rodé
out on the 27th, they were to cross the stream by the first crossing be-

10; the one used by Hencock's corps. .Upon reaching the west bank of the
creek, Gregg, who was to look to Hancock for his orders, was Lo advance

his horsesoldiers on the left of the infantry, probably following Quaker
road as.far as the Béydton Plank Road, Gregg‘s'mnvemsnts would be gov-

erned by.Hancock's.

Parke's IX Corps was to march "at such hour® on the 27th as t§ enable
:it.té surprise at daybresk the small Confederate force posted in the
recently opened eartﬁworks betweén Batcher Bun and Hawks'. If successful,
Parke was to pursue the Confederates, wheeling his columns to the righﬁ
as they forged ahead. Should Parke fail to breakthrough, he was to re-
main in position, keeping the putternuts pinned down,.while the II and
V Corps turned their right. e |

The V Corps was to march simultaneously with the IX Corps, proceed—

ing to the crossing of Hatcher Run, below the Boydtoen Plank Road bridge,

from where Warren was to support Parke, If the IX Corps broke through,

- Warren's was to push ahead, teking position on the left of Parke's

“?attle line. Should'Parke‘s'assault fail,:warren was to cross Hatcher

Bun and endeavor bo turn the Rebels! right by recrossing the run above

| : 16
‘Burgess! Mill, holding a position on Hancock's right.

Wagons and extra calssons that were to accompany the expedition

¥ould not move on the morning of the 27th, bub would be Mleft parked

3t the mest secure point near® the bilvouacs, to be ordered to the front
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nen convenient, Ambulances, however, would go with the troops.

Army headguarters on the 26th would be transferred to the neighbor-

Io d of Poplar Spring Church., Meads, during the early phases of the
ffensive, would be with the right wing. Headquarters persounnel and

) g p !
L

he eng1ne rs were to be held in reserve at Meade'!s Station, along with
l "full supply® of entrenching tools,
Meade was delighted to learn that a deserter from the 27th North
larolina had turned himself into'the. I¥ Corps' pickets. Whén questioned,
e reported that fatigue parﬁies from his division (Heth's) had been de-
lailed to throw up fortifications tq the right of Brigadier'Genere-_l.
' l;amuel McGowan's South _Cémlina Brigade. While engaged in this mrk,

the man remarked, he and his late COHL(‘chGS had been nearly two miles

lo the rlght of their brlgade, Brigadier General John R. Cocke's, wh:l.ch
‘ as posted on McGowan's left. The newly dug rifle-pits to McGowan's

“right (hnlch were held by dlsmounted cavalry) were not extensive, the

i Ilorth Carolinian told his interrogators, but they were fron‘ced by an [
Y

‘ abatis,
- l It was 2:30 p.m. on Cctober 56 before Grant completed his review of

ieade's plan of operatiolns. He liked everything he read, except for one

point, Grant suggested that if Parke on advancing found the Confederate:

- I""ortlf ications in defensgible condition and manned," hé should not attack

but tconfront them until the movement of the other two Corps had its -

19
effect.m -
: I  Meade modified his master plan so as to meeb partially his superior's
ront of

cbjection, But, Meade added, as Parke was scheduled to be in f

|
.
: Ithe Rebel fortifications at dawn, he would have to make a forced recon-

naissance "Lo ascertain the exact condition of affairs unless he waits

- - . . 20
Itl 11 sfier daylignt.

!h._.b
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Fean's and Mobt's Givisions were to follow in g&

to Egan's division by Major H
~and wagons were to follow

»-soldiers weat into bivouac,

‘ men to hold down the size of their camp fires.

‘and inspected their units.
hffook the field. No difficulties wer

o-hhlch Hancock and his staff rode,

%QUPderstood by Hencock that Meade exoeoted the corps t

’rOad near Dav1s‘ A personal reconnaissance

3_t’° road branching to the righ

Early on October 26 Hancock, as he had promised, 1aid out the route

ining the area near Vaughen

rcad where they were to spend the night. The two divisions were to move

out at 2 Dol s Motits in advance. MOut’S line of manh would be from

SOLthall's, through the pines by'tne Wldow Smith's, Williams', and Dr.

fu 11ey s houses, and the frowning parapets of Fort Dushane. A halt for

the night would be called “Just outside the llne 2nd near” Vaughan's

house, Three batteries were to accompany the corps, one to be assigned

azard and the others to Mottls.: Ambulances
the division to whlch they belonged. When the
they were to be confined to thelr camps. No

d: the officers were to cautlon their

21

drum_or bugle calls were. to be sounded;

'By the designated hour, the brigade commanders had formed, mustered,

Wott's division took the lead as the Il Corps
e encountered till the vanguard, with

reached the Weldon Railroad. It was

o bivouac on Vaughan
satisfied the cCorps commanger

’at it would take his pioneers hours to make the road from Fort Dushane

tO Davis! passable for his columps. Discussing the geograohy of the area

h his scouts, Pancock learned that he could turn his troops into tne

FA I L,
w&lifax road. A sﬁo*u olst nee down the Halifax road wes a forks, and

t led to Colonel Wyatt'!s on Church road.

% road passing in front of Colonel Wyatt's was said to connect with

r

2 2ughan road at Mrs, Davis'.

about to set, Hancock deternined to halt

Ouserving thabt the sun %&5

1C



yis corps and have his troops bivou

" ine Federels' fortified line, If Meade still

e e AWM G YT e

ﬂf¢ucbaﬂ s house, the nour that the troops were to mo

' pould be pushed shead,

yould be wnnecessary, he wrote,

- Headquarters, as long as it was t

K_'ﬁéncentrated nis cavelry at Perkins'.

. " = inoma it - ¢

- mender. Gregg had talked with several Confederate deserters.

I AR,

. %as obstructed with felled timber.
because he didn't relish marching his columns through

~'“the dark. Since it vwould ot b

i - »-..»M».‘.,,-,,.._m‘.h..vmm\, -

. }mméhreys, Wihy not let the soldiers start at a later hour?

b . ' R '
“uie corps, with Egan's divislon 1n the lead, was to move out.,

oaf \ . ' .
- of merch was to be Church road to Vaughen road,

sc in the fields south of Fort Dushane.

Hancock dashed off a note to Meade at 6:30, reporting that Egan's rear

He had stopved, becsuse thers was consideratle

E

rigade was just coming in.

 confusion whether Fort Dushane or Fort Cummings anchored the left flank of

ve oult in the morning

- 22

Chief of Stcff Fumnhreys acknowiedgcq Hancock!'s COTﬁlnlCablon. it

for the II Corps to- go by way of Vaugqan‘s

he shortest, had no objection to Hanqock
23 , : ‘

iakihg the roubte via Colcunel Wyatt's,

General Gregg during the afternoon had called in his outposts and had

Wren he rode over Lo Lewis! house

;i@ report to General Hancock, Gregg had some bad news for the corps com-

They had

told him that Vaughan road, particularly near the Hatcher Run cr0351ng,

This 1n¢ormatlon troubled Hancocx, '
obstructions in

be light till 5:30, Hancock inguired of

21

Meanwhile, Hancock hed made his plans for in the morning. AL 2 a.m.

The line
then across Habcher Run

bF ey of Dabney's Mill to Boydton Plank Road. Egan was to cover his

¢olumn with a strong advence guard, pushed a considerable distance to

- the froni. Great care would be taken to keep the soldiers closed up,

ind the cadence would be held down £i1l daybreak,

11

wanted his corps to march via




O
l Gregg, after detachlng a squadron to reconnoiter in advence of the

i infantry, was to march his division via Rowenty Postoffz_ce to Vaughan

road. Whenever the opportunity prasented iteelf, Gregg wWas Lo commui-

" eabe with Hencock. When riding down '+ Halifax rcad, %o avoid confusion,

ihe cavalry was to keep to the 1eft and the infantry to the right.

4 guide, theroumly fapiliar with this section of Dimwdddie County,
~would report to Ceneral Egen, All vagons, except the ambulances, were

: : : 25
“to be parked between the cemp and Er, Gurley's.
Meade, upon receipt of Bancock's message regarding a need to re-
B schedule the hour the march was to commence, Was agreeable. The IL Gorps
could start at 3:30, which w_ould bring Hancock into the vicinity of Hatcher
s 26 '

"-_'.'Pam at dawn. ‘

General Warren was thrown Anto a quendary ‘by Meade's instructions for

" him to "move simultanecusly with the N1 nth Corps, and proceed to the cross-

: “ing of" Hatcher Run, below the Boydbon Plank Road Bridge, because he knew

?f'no yroad that would bring the V 'Corps into position between the II and

| ;'IX Corps. Ma jor Waghlnpton &, Roebling was detailed to explore the Toad

tetwork between the fortlflcatlons held by the IX Corps. and Hatcher Bun,

"‘.""-’b_‘it he was unable to venture beyond the Union pickets, which were but a

. short distance in front of the earthworks.

General Parke!'s ploneers, however, came to yarren's assistance. A

o road was opened by Them through the abatls and pines to the left of Fort

"'_gm’&"fﬂ-ﬂgs, through an open flelcz, to a cart roc.d Waen Chlef of steff

Fumphreys relayed this information to Warren, he pointed out that this

tert poad would enable the V Corps to Teach Duncan road, which led by

4esiporeland’s house. The people at army headquarters wWere unable to

- %22 why the V Corps could not move gimultanecusly with the IX Corps as

' e o T i "W-'ﬁw-% el .
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“¢ar as Duncan road. From there,

division coannders to have their troops at Parke's hou

. of men whose enlistments h

.-able V Corps to little more than a Sk@l&uon.

i eral Sammel W. Crawford's bringing up the rear.
" ¢losed up, Griffin's vanguard following

”;divisiOn.'

:1 f1red & shot in anger; while 1, 6&9 were

:g;zoch rifles (10 guns),
Effrom Battery Neo. XXIV to Fort Fisher, formerl

'*;i2,500_strong, and eight batteries of 34 guns.

';fand baggage had been sent to City Point,

 iire, 5:30 was not early enough.

4t was believed that Warren's scouts should

27

12 able to locate a route to Hatcher Run.

After acknowledging Humphreys' telegram, Werren issued orders for his

se, ready Lo take
ﬁhe field at 5:30 a,m., on the 27th, Heavy b battle losses and the discharge
ad expired hod reduced the once proud and for;id»
When-ﬁhe corﬁs marched, Bri-

gadier General Charles Criffin's First Division wes to have the advance,

jbo be f01101ed by Brigadier Gemeral Romeyn B. Ayres', with Brigadier Gen-

The corps was to keep

o hard on the heels of Parke's reaxr

Of his 11, 000 effectives, Warren complained, 3,913 had never

®ignorant of the manuél.“ Five

 ¥batteries, three armed with light 12—pounders (14 guns) and two with 3~

were to accompany the expedition. The earthworﬁs

y:held by the entire'corps,

-ohould be entrusted to Brigadier General Henry Baxter's brigade; about

Surplus transportation
28

Veade, vnen he reviewed Warren's orders, disapproved of the starting

General Parke, having alerted his di-

 Vision Commanders ts have their troops on the yoad by 3 o'clock, Meade
¢ | 29
“tlegraphed Warren to put his corps in motion at 4 a.m.

The troops of the IX Corps snent October 26 getting ready to take

S
Lag unition in the stipulated quantities Were

offensive., Rations and &mix

G “”“:‘whlle the unlts earmarked to hold the forts took position, BPesides

o bodl o
Ce-bing a passage Lnrouvh the parapet and ababls to the left of Forl Cummings




Isr the V Corps, Parke's pioneers opened a route through the fortifications

e

io the rignt of that stronghold for the IX Corps.

General Parke, before rebiring, notified Brigadier General Orlando
Illlc:ox, whose Firs‘&: Division was to have the advance, that-he wes to
rove nhis "comand prompﬂ v at 3:30 in the mornlng, keeping.../ hisj
Ix"iFades well closed, and taking the road cut, through the parapet to_
the rira'hf of Fort Cutmjﬂgs..'.." The Third ILns:Lon led by B gacz ier
- I\.r*eral Em:ard ‘Ferrero and BI‘_LD‘&\L:LGI‘ General Robert Potter's Second

ﬂnslon, ‘as named, were to follow ??‘lllco*c through the gap opened in
!he earthworks.
I Tattoo was beaten as usual in the IX Corps' camps that 'evening.
After tattoo, the_a officer of the dzy made his rounds to see thatl the
len had ret_.ired and that no unnecessary camp fires were burning. AL _ b
: !:30 otclock the officers awskened thelr men, b_eiﬁg careful to hold

own the noise. The urits were formed, mustered, and ready to march

.. 32 e o Dol
It 3 o'clock, ST . : - : S I
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into battle. Ibid., 325. o | i

TEE BATTLE OF THe BOYDTOR PLANK ROAD, OCICBER 27-28, 1864 i
Chapter I
General ¥eade Plans an Offsnsive

Notes

The War of the Rebellion: A Compilation of the fficial Records of

the Union and Confederate Armies, Series I, Vol, XLII, pb. III, 317-318.

Ibid,, 318-319; Andrew A, Humphreys, The Virginia Campaign of 16l and
165 (lew York, ig22), 294,

. R., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. IIX, 322-323, 325-326, 328, 330.

o

Tbid., 323324,

Ibid., 325. Brigadier Ceneral Charles Griffin was on leave, bult so

highly did Warren value the Services of the leader of his First Division

that he sent him a telegram, vrging him to rejoin the army. Griffin,

never one to miss a fight, rejoined his division in time to lead it o

- Tbid,, 328, Troops left to hold the redoubts were to be provided
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rations to see them through six days. Ibid., 329.
Ibid,, 330.

Tbid., 331.

o

. R., Series I, Vol. XLTI, pt. I, 295, 325; Q. R.; Series T, Vol.
XLIT, pt. ITT, 347-348. -

g.'g., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, 345, 394; O. R., Series T, Vol.
XLII,.pt. III, 348, .Miles' brigades were posted: the 1Tst Brigade

from the Appomattox te Fort Morton, the Consolidated Brigade from

Fort Merton to Battery Mo, XXI, the Lth Brigade from Battery No, X¥XI-

I



- to Battery No., XXIV, including Forts Sedgwick, Davis, and Alexander

zys., 1bid., 45, A48,
C. R., Series I, Vol. XLIL, pt. TIT, 344, 345.
Tbid., 345.
Toid., 345, 3k6.
id., 346. The 14%tn Messachusebts Pettery withdrew one section from

Fort Bross and one from in the rear of Fort Sedgwick; the 3d Battery,

Vermont Light Artilléry‘was pulled out of Battery No, XVI; while the

3d Battery, Maine Light Artillery was relieved in Fort Kice by a
section of Battery A, 1st New Jersey Light Artillery. These three

batteries proceeded to City Point, where the officers in charge

" reported to Brigadier General Henry W. Benham.

Ibid., 350, 351.

Ibid., 340-341; Humphreys, Virginia Campgign of 164, and 165, 204~295.

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLIT, pti-III, 341-342. . Lieutenant Colonel Ira

§p§gl§igg—gomman§ed the, engineers.,
Tbid., 338.

Ibid., 355+

- Ibid,

Ibid,, 3593 0. R., Séries I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, A10-411, " Batteries
Cand I, Sth g, S. (armeq with six. Napoleons) reported to Ceneral
Egan, while the 10th Massacnusetts Rattery (six 10-pounder Parro»ts),
and Battery K, 4th U, S. (four Napoleons) wes attached to Mott's
command. |

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt.III, 358; 0. R., Series I, Vol, XLII,

st. T, 230, 295, 303, 319, 325, 3k6, 351, 39k. Fort Dushane had been
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| 295-296; William H. Powsli, The Fifth Army Corps (Army of
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‘erecteq in late AuguSU ang early September, following the bettle

of thg Weldon Ra“lroad and anchored the defense 1ine covering the
raiiréad from_the‘west; Fort Cummings had been thrown up in early
OCuober, after the battle of Peebles’ Farm, and ancnor ~ed the Union
11ne laid out to secure the ground galpﬁd at that time.

0. R., Serles I, Vol. XBII, pt, II1L, 358.

Ipid.; 0. E., Series I, Vol, 3LII, pt. I, 608,

0. R., series I, Vol. XLII, pb. III, 359-360.
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Tbid., 361; 0. R., Series I, Vol. XLIL, pb. I, 434,

0. R., Series I, Vol. XLII, pt. I, L3k; 0. 34, Series I, Vol. XLIT,

ph. IIi 362~363 - Qeneral Baxter commanded Crawford's 2d Brigade.

The V Corps batteries left to hold the works were posted: Battery

No.‘XXIV two 3- inch rifles; Battery No, XXV, two 12-pounder Napoleons;

Fort Howard two" 12-pounder Nanoleons and two 3-in ch r1¢les, Battery No.

XXVI, two 12-pounder Napoleons and two 3«1nch rifles;
four 3-inch rifles and four 12—pounder Nepoleons; Fort Keene, two

3—inch rifles and two 12-vounaer Napoleous; Fori Urmston, four 12~

'pounder Napoleons “and two 3-inch rifles; Fort Conehey, two 3—1nch

rlfles and two 12—pounde” Napoleons. O. R , Series I, Vol. XLII,

pt. III, 363-36k; Humphryes, Virginia Campaign of. 16k and 165,

A Record of Operat: rations During the Civil Var in ghggUnited Stabes of

fmerica, 18611865 (New York, 1896), 738-739.

0. R., Series 1, Vol. ¥LII, pt. I, 361,
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XIT, ph. I, 548-549.

Fort ‘Wadsgworth,

f the Potorac),

0. k., Series I, Vol. XLI1, pt. III, 364, 3655 Q. k,, Series I, Vol.
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-“elbow room." Although they held to the ri

THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTCBER 27-28, 1864
Chapter Il

Hempton Bstablishes a Roadblock

General Hancock at 3:30 a.m., October 27, 186h;,upon learning that

s @ivisions were formed, passed the word to move out, In accordance

..3.

with Hancock's orders, Egan’s division book the lead. As soon as Egen's.

rear regiment had moved from its camp and turned into Halifax road, Mott!

lead brigade marched_from its bivouac. Egan's 3a Brigade commanded by

[4:]

Brigadier General Thomas A. Smyth had the advance, followed by Colonel
James M, Willettt's 2d Brla de, while Lieutenant Colonel Horace P. Rugg's

_1st Brigade brought up the rear. A squadron from the 6th Ohio Cavalry_

preceded SmJth's lead regiment, Rumbling along between Wlllett!s and

Rugg's brigades were the six Napoleons mamned by Batteries C and I, 5th

U S, Light Artillery.
For the first one—half mile of the march, the infantry had little

ght as directed, 'Halifax road

l was hardly wide enough for both the footsoldiers and Gregg's cavalry.

s

Temperé flared, Tnsults were exchanged as infantryman and cavalryman got

in each others way. The situation improved after the head of the colwms

Teached the junction,‘and the II Corps took the right-hand road, while

Gregg's cavalry contlnuad dovn Halifax road.

General Egan and his gulde rode with the troopers of the 6th Ohioc.

A% Colonel Vyatt's, the colum turned into Church road and pushed on

atross Arthur Swamp, Day wes breaking as the vangnard entered Vaughan

road, There were several sharp reports, &s Confederate pickets posted

2% a house aboub 200 yards north of the road nlazed azway al the Ohdo
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virginia had deployed &§ skirmishe

“i3 senior officer present,

norsesoldiers, Bgan called a brief halt, to enzble General Smyth to organizs
2 force to dislodge the Rebels, Within a few moments, Lleutenanu Colonel
Frark J. Spalter had reported to Egan with his 4th Ohio Infantry Bzttalion,
Close benind came the 7th Wesl Virginia. Egan had Spalter deploy his Ohioans
as skirmishers to the right and léft of Vaughan_road; The West Virginians
were told to load thelr vifle-muskets and advance as a support to the.Ohicans.
Py the time Spalter's battalion had taken position, the Confederates had
secured théir mounts and had disappeared_down the road.

The march was resumed, It was apparénﬁ to the veterans that their

officers anticipated trouble, because they asked one another, "Why else has

‘Fgan called in the cavalry end deployed infantry to screen the advance?!
.There was no more delay at this time, and the colhmn tramped rapldly along

St Spalter and his Ohloans aporoached Hatcher Run. Spalter and his foot-

soldiers sensed trouble, Here the road had been obstructed; trees haa

been topnled arid brush thrown into the stream, so &5 to disorgenize &

force attemntlng to assall the rifle-pits dug on the opposite side to

. cover the crossing.

Without waiting for the 7th West Virginia, Colonel Spalter barked

. the command, "Double—qﬁick!“ The Ohioans crossed an open field and deshed
_'down the slope. There was & crashing volley. Spalter and several of his
;-mﬁﬁ were knocked off their feet. Unable to cross Hatcher Run, the Ohioans

ook cover and returned the Rebels! fire. By.fhié time. the Tth West

rs and moved to the attack. The West

V rginians stormed into the abatis, but 1ike the Chiocans, they were re-

Captain Jonhn Fordyce of the West Virginia unit, with Spalter dead,

After posting his men behind trees, he dasned

16
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to the rear and hailed Generals Egan and Smyth. The generals listened - i

et AR

25 Fordyce tersely explained the situation. Egen turned to Smyth and

told him to form his brigade across the rcad, Staff-officers galloped

to the rear with instructions for Willett and Buge to hurry to the front
with their brigades and form a second line beﬁind Suythls. Willett was
to post his-Nsw Yorkers on the right, while flugg massed his bluécoats on
the left of Vaugnan road, 2 |

Magor Henry S. Farley of South Carolina led the snall aetachment of

L L S o 21

dismounted troopers from Brigadier General Pierce M, B. Young's brigade
“charged w1th guarding the Vaughan road crossing of Hatcher Run. The
Conlederates, their fighting blood up, had let go & terrible "Rebel Yell"
as the Yankee skirmishers scrambled for cover. The sight of Bgan's battle
lines had a-sébering influenée.

Egaﬁ; having completed his dispositions, told Smyth to charge. Sup~-
Pgrted'by'Willett's and Rugg's brigades, Smyth's battle iine sﬁépt forward.

Men dropped, but on the Federals came. Tearing geps in the abatis, the

e AL Al P e 3 £ e S by ey

Yénks, holding their cartridge-boxes and rifle-muskets above.their-heads,

plunged into the run. The water was waist deep. By the time they had

e g i P B

Scrambled up the slippery west bahk, the Rebels had abandoned their rifle-
Pits and ﬁere fleeing dovn the road., A number of greyclads, not as fleet
&s their comrades, were captured

SmJth's soldiers continued the pursuit to Young s Store, where the
Eenersl called & halt to re-~form his brigade. While waiting for the rest
0f the division, Smyth had the Tst Delaware relieve the hth Ohio Battalion
24 the 7th West Virginia on the skirmish line, - The men from Delaware
Fushed out about three-quarters of a mile,.driViﬁg the Confederates before

:"a‘_s—» 15’
btk 1

17
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I General Hancock, while waiting impatiently for his ploneers Lo remove
’ the obstmctioné from the ford so his arﬁillery could pass, dashed off
_Ia nobe to Chief of Staff Humphreys. He reg corbed t"zat his column had
Iforced its way across Hatcher Run. At this time, 7:30, firing could
be heard off to the south where Gregg'!s cavalry was operating, but
Ithere were no sounds of battle from the IX Corps off to the no*’thsast

This caused Hancock to feel "some uneasiness," because he realized that

PR TAAR s e R e T

lh:Ls “sm.,ll colum.n could affect nothing if the enemy were perm_'l.tued to
: concentrate against it, and that he could not even a‘ttefﬂpu to reach the
ISouth Side Railroad unless the enemy were kept busn.ly occupied meeting
Ithe attacks? launched by Parke ané Warren.
) ~ As soon as the rest of Egan's brlgades and Mott's d.lVlSlOI‘i nad forded
: l Hatcher Run, Hancock told Egan to march "oy the nearest road 1o Dabney's
Mill;® Mottts column was to move out along Vaughan road a mile or so, and

I t‘nen strike for thé rill by way of a cart_roac_i ,shown on the Federals' maps

6 .

of eastern D3.nw1ddle County.

Egan, after re~forming his lels:Lon, ca.lled for Rugg to take the ad-

‘Vance, Smyth's brlgade was to bring up the rear. Rugg's lead regiment

(the 19th Massachusetts) was turned off Vaughan road and into the Tele-
graph road At the point where the Telegraph road struck Hatcher Run,

Egan had Rugg form his brigade into battle line across the road, while

e 1 iy, T s AR
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skirmishers of the 19th Massachusetts waded the stream. Not encountering
eny Confederates , they were withdrawn, As soon as Rugg redssembled his

iroops, the march was resumed along a cart road. The head of the column

e T

Yeached Dabney's },,111 at G:15, where the vanguard (two. companies of the
19th Meine) captu_red Major Andrew R, Venable, Hamplon's adjutant-gener al.

L e .- . . e ' . + Y 3
“hile Fean's soldiers wWere halted waiting for Mell to arrive, Venable was




Iestioned by Egan and his staff . Venable refused to tell the Federals

AP g+

@i thing except his ﬁame and rank.

I ¥ott!s division, with Ezigadie'r General P. 'Regis De Trobriand's bri-

lde leadiz;g t_h.e way, had waded Hatcher Run at 8 o'cléck. . Preparaiory | .i :
to moving out Vaughan road, Mottt had De Tx;obriand advance the 2d U. S_. .
:larpshooters and the 73d New York as skirmishers. De Troovrisnd's
rl’vance gug.rd , as it a_pproaéhed a cornfieid near where the road to
[Zoney's Mi11 branched off from Vaughen road, sighted Confederétes

' c'gging rifle-pits. The Yanks surged forward, and thé Confederates.

. dropped their entrenching tools, swung into their saddles, and pounded
<If in swift retreat. Nothing fui"ther out of the ordinary occurred to _ ;

rri the march to Dabney's Mill_. ‘Since Egan's froops had reached the mill
1

wedl ahead of them, Mott!'s soldiers were subjected to considerable good-
- g .

r'ured guying as they tramped up.

A1) the whlle the sound of Gregg S guns was gettlng nearer, Hancock

2w that mth Gregg advencing, he would.have to strike rapldly for the
ldton Plank Road, if he were to intercept the Confederates that the

on cavalry was driving in. Orders were given for Egan to push on to-

9

X‘.I"d the plank rcad.

Egan soon had his division in motion along a wood road, which his
' gl-.de assured him led into the Boydtan Plank Road at Bevillts, At 10:30
e e, Rugg's advance debouched frdm therpj_ners into a field and reached |
t!:i_I‘ goél. Looking up the plank road toward Hetcher Run, the Yarks
Clzld see the canvas tops of Confederate military wagoné as they rollied
tertheastvard.,

l Hencock, who was riding with Egan, was disappointed, beczuse he be~

1 L
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lieved zhat a small force of cavalrﬁ*, if one were available, might have
cepiurs paft_ of the train before it crossed the run at Burgess' Mill,
15 sooo 2s the last of his footsoldiers had emerged from the wocds, Egan
had Fuzz fém his brigade into line of battle across the Boydion Plank
Road. Ihe 19th and 20th }_assacnusatts were sent to reuort to Cap'Dc.lI'I

4. Hersy Embler of Hancock's staff. Embler'deploysd the Massachusetts
infant—men as skirmishers to the right of the road and advanced to feel
the foe. Hancock at the same time called for. Rugg to move his brigade
across. “he Boydion Plank Road, anchoring its right on the road.,

ls soon as Willett'!s 2d Brigade entered the clearing, Bgan had the
colonsl form his troops with their left resting on the plank road.l The

positicn taken by Willeti's trocps was parallel with the road end faced

“the cormanding ground, known to the soldiers as Burgess' farm, Willett

was tcid by Egan to advance "to the support of Captain Embler's skir-
11
mishers, until his left cormected" with Rugg's right.,

W::T_le. Willett was preparing to do as directed and before the head of

' S!Tqrth’s column came oub of the pines, a Confederate battery roared into

action, mmemng Rugg's skirmishers and battle line vith case-shot. Two

Rebel guns were qulckly pinpointed on the scuth side of Hatcher Run, near

‘Burgess!? TaVern, while a second section had unlimbered ~its. plece off to

the west near White Ozk road,

- The ce.nnone_ers of Batteries C and I, 5th U.--5. ngnt Ariillery hearc

:,the boem of the Southerners! cannon. Lieutenant W, Butler Beck put his

Guickly put their Napoleons into action, concentrating thelr f‘_l_re on thne

Confederate guns on the ridge near Burgess'. The range was only 800 yards,

trd tre Federal cannoneers quickly registered on their wark. Within a2 f=w

)
o

Yoattery into a trot." Driving their teams out into the flela, the regulzrs

¥




utes, the greyclads haed had enough, and limbering up their guns they
13

-.i,-

hérew north of the Tun.

I Gensrsl Hancock did nobt deem it prudent tco conumue his merch for

ers were now issued for Egan to push for the bridge at Burgess' and

:‘d e White Oak rvad, while any Confederates remeined south of Hatcher Rurn,
l drive evervthlng scross. Gensral Gregg at this time rode up and re-—

orted Lo Hencock

o

sk
e
e

I When Gregg’s horsesoldiers took the field before daybreak on October
I Colonel Charles H. Smith's brigede was assigned the advance, to be
followed by Colonel Michzel Kerwin's, with Brigadier General Henry E.

'vie’s' brigacie covering the rear. The cavalrymen were delighted when

incock‘s II Corps left them in possession of Halifax road., A mile north S

Reams! Station, the long column turned into the Dinwiddie Courthouse

) lad, which would bring it to the Mork's Neck Bridge crossing of Rowanty
Creek,

l Colonel Smith, before saddling up, had assigned to the deperndable

b ih Ohio Cavalry the advance, A Confederate outpost was encountered by
‘e Ohicans at J. Hargrave's, aboulb one mile northeast of Monk's Neck
idge, A few shols were exchanged, and the Rebel vedettes fled, The

bluecoats followed,close on the Johnnies' heels.

I As they approached the bridge, the Chiocans pulled up thei..r horses,
because on the opposite side, zbout 200 yards to their front, they could
i-'u z line of breastworks ber‘lnd which crouched Re‘oel cavalrymen assigned

I ztch the crossing. Co‘_onel Smith galloped up and made a hur'r‘led estl-n
wie of the sﬁuotlon. The 6th Ohio and a batitalion of the Ist Maine were

21
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-‘”e“ared to resist Their cr0531ng.

- dismounted. After ﬁhe‘troopers had counted off, every fifth men was de-

" tailed as a_horse-holder. Next, the men were deployed on the run as

srirmishers, Several well-aimed volleys kept the bubternuts pioned in

:'tﬂelr rlflE*pluS, and then the bluecoats charged, wading the Rowanny

above and below the bridge. Pressing on, the Yanks stormed the works,

15

capturing several prlsonerso

& bridgenead established, Gregg had his pioneers cut away the

- barricades placed on the approaches to the bridge. The division then

crossed Rowanty Greek, és'the horse-holders brought up the mounts, and

'fthe advance was resumed. Smith!'s brigade, preceded by troopers of the
'_Eih Ohio, continued to lead, As the column forged deeper into Dinwiddie
V;Counuv the Ohiozns were in constant contact with the Rebel horsemen, whom

r'they had help rout from the rOadblOCk Much powder was burned, but with

both sides moving raplaly, there were few casualties,

Two and one-half miles west of Mornk's Neck Bridge, the Federals

 §yfned.into.Yaughan road and crossed Little Cattail Run. Upon reaching
}ﬁihé“interseétion.of Vaughan and Quaker roads, Gregg's vanguard wheeled
i;éﬁt§ Qﬁakér,road. As the 6th Chio started down the sldP¢ leading %o
:ﬁ G?aVe1ly_3u?:'Major George W. Dickinson threw up his right arm as a sig-
jn§l to halt, Most of the leaves having withered and fallen, the advance

.f'Emrd could see a number of Rebels posted on the north side of the stream,

16

Several couriers ‘had been bagged by the Yenks ddllnﬁ their lightning-

like ride from_the Rowanty to Gravelly Run, Gregg closely queSuloning
fese men learned that two Confederate cavalry divisions were based in
€istern Dinwiddie County. Major General W. H. F. "Rooney" Lee's division

%S said to be encemped on Stony Creek, to Gregg's left and about three

)
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““of the infantry.

 CSpe with their cavalry. Before Hill could act on this suggestion, how-

N O e

‘miles distant, while Brigadier General Matthew C. Butle:fs division was

. 17
cemped on Queker road to his front,

Major General Wade Hampton's Cavalry Corps was charged with guarding

~:the_ar§a southwest of the.Pétersburg fortifications, The cavalry chieftain
“on Ocﬁober_ZA héd notified General lLee that his horsescldiers had been
;émployed ®in assisting the'infanﬁry in Céﬁpléting a new line of works,'
''-1_qrhiclfz.ex.'b.f.ends‘-= to Hatcher Run. This task having been completed, Hampton
;héd posﬁed his corps:_.Seven hundred dismounted cavalrymen had been sent

. into tﬁe.newly completed eafthworks, their right resting oh Haﬁcher Fun,
f;ébout'one and one-half miles above Armstrong'é Mill., Troopers from Butler's
EéiViSiOH picketed the countryside from'thé rifle-pits to Mpnk's Neck Bridge,
ff;While Ro&neY'Lee‘s horsesoldiers watched the.ground between Monk's Neck
_ifoidge and the point where Halifax road spanned Stohy Creek, Dearing's
.i3brigade was encamped ab Burgess' Mill with orders, on receipt qf news of

"2 Union advance, to take position at once in the trenches on the right

18

On the 2hth Lieutenant General Ambrose P. Hill had joined Hampton

'ifor a ride along the recently finished earthworks. As they jogged along,
i*Hampton‘sﬁggested to Hill that if the infantry could hold the line to

_ﬁatcher Run,'he could pull his dismounted troopers out of the rifle-pits
| Torth of the streaﬁ and place them in the works guarding the south bank.

- The cavelry corps would then be concentrated within supporting distance

of the fortified zone, ané if the Federals abtacked, Hampton could throw

" 2 force of from 400 to L,0C0 men" on their flank by crossing at one of

F
Ly

he five dams, reserving at the same time a sufficient mounted force to

19

©7er) the Army of the Pobtomac lashed out toward the Boydton Plank Hoad.

23
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l Shortly after daybreak, on October 27, excited couriers began reach-

ing Hampton'é command post with reports that a number of Union columns
Imve advancing and driving in Butler's pickebs from Squirrel Level road
. the left to the Dimdiddie Courthouse road on the right. Next, came
Ee evil-tidings that Union infentry and artillery had for.ced.crossings
Iof Hetcher Run ab Armstrong‘é ¥Mi1ll and the Vaughen road crossing, while

Yaerkee cavalry had stormed the Mpnk's Neck Bridge. Orders were given

.Ifor'Butler to reinforce his outposis, The brigade commenders ordered

their regiments "to get into the saddle” without 2llowing their cavalry-

Imen to attend to the ™iceties of the toilette, or to breakfast,..."

rome dismounted men, "who were in camp, always as wrelched as figh out

of water, were forced, much against their will, to move in undignified

|1&ste, swearing like orthodox troopers, amid much pleasant chaff from

their more fortunate comrades on horseback."® Butler, accompanied by &

combat patrol, rode out to engege the Union column (Hancock_'é corps)

'-It'nat was advancing via Vaughan road.

Learning from his scouls that Gregg's cavalry was driving up Quaker

-_-.Iroad Hampton with a strong detachment from Butler's division headed south.

fampton soon encountered the p:l,ckets as they retreated before Gregg's van—

guard, Reactlng to this emergency with his characteristic vigor, Hampton

Idmnounted and formed his men on a ridge cverlocking Gravelly Run. Butler

now rode up and reported that he had been unable to locate Hancoc:: 5

Icc-lumn. feanwhile, the cannoneers of the Washington South Carolina

rr‘billéw erplaced .. x two of thelr 3-inch rifles on a commanding
"anll, 20
I Before ridihg out of Butler's camp, Hampton had dispatched an aide

with instructions for Rooney Lee to take the field with all his division,

21
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fimelnlng in camp qulckly packed the wagons and started for Bur

except those men on picket duty. Lee was to ride from his Stony Cresk
camp, march up the military road, so as to strike Gregg's cavalyy in the
rear as it advanced up Queker road.

Bempton, as a good soldier, knew that the gap which had ooened between

'Bunler s left and Hatcher Bun would have to be covered. If not,Hancock's

column would be able to meke an unopeosed marcen Lo Burgess'! Mill. He

efore gave Major Venable the task of telling Dearing to pull hlS
troopers. oub of the rifle-pits north of Hatcher Run, and to post them

on Boydton_Plank Road near Bevill!s house. Dearing upon reaching Bevill's

wuld have a twofold mission. Besides-watching Butler's flank and rear,

he was to guard the roads leading from Apmstrong's and Dabney's mills to

hthe planﬁ road.

" General Hlll as Hampton's superior, quashed the order for Dearing

..dto pnoceed to Bevill's, because he did not feel that the brdgade could
j.be spared from the works. Deerlng and ‘his troopers woula conbinue to
"fbe responsible for the defense of the Burgess! Mill crossing of Hatcher
:dﬁun. Tt was vhile hastening to tell Hampton of Hill's refusal to release
o Dearlng that Venable was captured by Hancock's vanguard, Hampton there-

- fore dld not knOW'that the approach to his rear was unguarded.

Upon the departure of Hampton's column for Gravelly Run, the men re~

gess' Mlll

These were the wehicles seen by Hencock as he rode oub onto the boyduon
21

Ihank Road,

General Gregg had joined Colonel Smith and Major Dickinson on the

Tidge south of the Quaker road erossing of Gravelly Run. While the of-

ficers were discussing the tactical situation, the cannoneers of the

%ashington South Carclina trtillery opened fire. Gregg, studying the
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‘ashen-faced men rode up and reported a powerful Union column (Hancoék‘s)

line, Smith prepared to attack. The 6th Chio and the 1st Maine were dis-

mounted and deployed as skirmishers. Wading the run, the bluecoais carved

“out & narrow bridgehead. Butler's Confederates, however, held their ground

along the brow of the ridge and prepared lo counterattack., Swmith determined
to commit another regiment. The 21st Pénnsylvania was called up and rode
across the stream, forming on the flénks of the skirmish line, Smith's
brigade, as soon as the Pehnsylvanians.wére in position; began to fight

its way up the slo?e. Suddenly, the butternuts broke off the engagement,
secured their horses, and retired up the valley of.Gravelly Run, 2

It was not long vefore Gregg and Smith's bluecoats discovered the

reason for the Confederates! precipitant withdrawal, Hampton had first

learned that Dearing had not taken position at Bevill's, when several

was astride the Boydton Pilank Road, If Bubler's butternuts held their
ground, t hey would be trapped between the Yank cavalry to their front

and Hancock's infantry to their rear, It wes mandatory for Hampton to

Change his front, so as to meet the Federals on the Boydton Plank and
¥hite Oak roads. After dispatching a combat petrol with one gun up

Quaker road to harass Hancock, Hampton ordered Butler to disengage his

division, move to the left, and take post near J, Wilson's on the plank
road,  Covered by a strong rear guard, Butler broke contact with Gregg's
23

herSesoldiers and headed for Wilson's,

Wnile Smith's brigade.was battling Butler's division along Gravelly

_ﬁﬂh Rooney Lee's division came thundering up the military road from Stony

i

“rezk, General Davies' brigade, reinforced by the 2d Pennsylvania of

e
o

“Iidnts brigade, was posted at the junction of the Quzker and military

P 1

“%%us. Lee's greyclads made a2 spirited attack, bub they were repulsed.

ha
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Gravelly Run,

"and take his division over to the Boydion Plank Road.

- panied bV'Butler and the remzinder of the dnv151on,

' hnloe Qak road with only minutes to spare.

. and sweeplng rapldly toward them.was a blueclad skirmish 1i

. brigade took position on th

* Pond, with an open field to its front.

g “33 to advance as soon as he heard Rooney Lee's guns.

-:fﬂr Lee to get into position

As soon as Butler's division had abandoned the ridge overlocking

Gregg resumed his merch up Quaker road, Devies! rear guard

y} vies cautioned to keep a strong lockout,

{the 1st Pennsylvanva Cava
I,

Rooney Lee's butternuus havassed the Yanks as far as Gravelly Run.

Roonev Lee was now hallea by one of Hampton's aides. The Shaff—

officer told Lee that he was to find 2 wood road, south of Gravelly Run,

He would then cross

the stream, advence up the plank road, and assail the Federals. Lee

25

noved to carry out Hamplon's instructions.

Upon reaching Wilson's, Hampton had Butler detail a small force and

post it there to draew Hancock's attention toward the soubhwest. Accom-

Hempton took the wood

road leading by Holllday 5 and connecting with White Qak road at Buller's

house, Althqugn the Confederates drove their mounts hard, they reached

A short distance to the east,

26

e,

~ Butler's troopers dismounted and deployed on the double, Young's

e left, its flank resting on Burgess' Mill

Colonel Hugh Aiken's South Caro-

lina Brigade was on the right, picketing the ground to a considerable

distance south of White Oak road., Butler was told by Hampton that he

While waiting
over on the Bovdton Plank Reoad, Butler

sent the horse-holders to the rear, and his 1cavalrym6n=-'threw up

temporary barricades of "fence rails, logs and such material as.../ they_/

tould get.n Captain James ¥, Hart had the gunners of His Vashington South

Carclina Artillery unlimber their six guns along the division's line

29



nlmmanding the field':'m front. 2 7,_

Hancock, with the Confederates having established a roaablock on
’tl‘tte Ozk road, was especially glad to see (regg. He cld the cavalzy‘nﬁn
form his divis:Loq on the left of the II Corps——Kermn‘s brigade "close
upon the inf;—mtry and wes.t of the plank road,? Dawi.e#' on the planl;: road,
;Id Smith’s. on the Quaker road. Davies' and Smith's hofseso_ld_iers were
to watch i‘oi' Confederate .thrus'ts up these roads and guard the IL Corps!
I o8 . :
ar,
With Gregg's division on the field, Hancock prepared to turn his

M mand into White Ozk road., Orders were given for Egan to advance his

Ittle line down the Boydton Plank Road, driving the Rebels posted on

the high ground at Burgess' across Hatcher Run. Meanwhile, Moti's column

ld come up. Before leavlng Da.bneJ s Mill, a lieutenant and 150 cavalry-
n had reported to Hott. The general told the lieutenant "to look well

!ter the rear and to throw vedetbes well out on all by-roads; also to

live up 21l the stragglers.™ At a vord from Mott, the march was resumed with

‘-flankersi-throm -ou-t; Mottts lead brigade.reached the plank road at 12:30.
I In obedience to orders from Hancock, Mott told De Trobriand "o cover
our left flank by a liﬁe of skirmishers thrown forward at & consider—

!le let::.nce toward the White Oak road, and a curved line of batile fac-

lg to the left and rear (west and south across the plke) it The 73d
86th, and 124th New York were deployed and advanced as S;{lZ"'ﬂlShEI‘S'
| Trobriand's skirmish line connected on the right with Rugg's Second
ivision brigede, and on the left with Gregg's vedettes, The 2d U. 5.
brarpshooters scon reinforced the thres New Yérk regiments on the skirmish

| Irm De Trobriand's battle line (the 99th and 110th Pennsylvenia, the 20th

l _ 28
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General Meade, told the brigede commander to helt his column,

- that the V Corps had found the Rebels "intrenched on a line running near

firto'Armstrong!s mill pond." No V Corps troops had yet forded Hatcher Run,
'ﬁi but Warren was to cross & division at once and, follow with the rest of
“his corps. Meanwhile, Hancock was to look out for his right and see that

.J}Ehere is no enemy between his corps and Hatcher Hun.

g«

. Indiana, the hOth New Yorﬁ, the 1st Meine Heavy Artillery and 17th Maine

:‘ Infantry) extended across the flelds on both sides of a wood road 1ead1ng

29

to the northwest, and was covered on its flanks by a dense growth of pines,

Brigadier General Byron R. Pierce's 2d Brigade was massed in a field,

: _ 4]
" pear the junction of the Dabney's Mill and Boydton Plank roads; 3 Colonel
 Robert ;cATllster's 3¢ Brigade was eumerging from the pines as.a cavilcade

- of horsemen rode up. One of the of flcers, whom Mcillister reCOgnlzed as

31

A courier at noon had ridden up and handed Hancock a note from Chief

+ of Staff Humphreys, drafted at 10:40., Humphreys wanted Hancock to know

Replying, Hancock observed that he was at'Burgess' house, and that

"ﬁﬁeheral Gregg and his cavalry had "just come up." The foe having been -
';drlven across Hatcher Run, the II Corps was about to move out on Whlte
oak road, By the route that he proposed to follow, it was six mlles to

the South Side Railroad.,

One of Hancock's officers now told Mott to put his division in mo-

tion for White Oak road., Before Mott could do as directed, Hancock re-

ceived an order from General Meade requiring him to halt where he was.

L ‘... N 3e 3 = - . -
“hile awaiting additional instructions, Hancock watched as De Trobriand's
‘rigade formed.

 Generals Grant and Meade now rode up bo Hencock's command post.

hl
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Clling Hancock aside, Meade told him that Crawford's V Corps division

Meade wanted .Hancock ‘to extend his
' T 3L :

wae working its way up Hatcher Run.

]lﬂ to the right and limk up with Crawlord's troops.

e

30
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864

' Chapter 1II
. .. Qenersl Heth Prepares to Strike
B ' -
|
i .
l Ceneral Parke's IX Corps was formed and rezdy to warch at 3 g.m,

on October 27. . Parke, like the people at Meade's headguarters, was of
the opinion that the Confeceratles’ fortifications hed not yet been ex~
teqaea to Hatcher Run, or if such a line ned been marked out by General

Lee's skilled engmeers, the earunmms had not been completeQ.

l Brigadier General Orlando B. Willcox's lead brigade, Colonel Bryon

¥, Cutcneon’s, marched at 3:30, passing by Paxke s Peebles' house com-

mend post, en route to Fort Cummings. l*ovz.ng through tne gap cub in

the ear'thmr:cs and abatis to the right of Fort Cummn.ngs,, the head of

‘E the column was halted by Willeox at the p:l_cket 11ne. Here Cutcheon's

lbluecoats walted in the darkness, while the nexb brlgaae in line, Co-
lonel Napoleon B. McLaughlen's, marched up.

Filing to the rlght McLaughlen's troops passed :Ln front of the :

earthworks from which the Rebels had been driven the previous month.
Mclaughlen's mission vias to surprise the Confederate outpost known to
' be stationed at the regoubu. At vwhat he con51dered a secure distance
.fl‘om the redoubt, I-icI.e,ugnle“ haltec_l his troopg. Major James Doherty
with LO v'olur-.teers from the 57th Massachusetté crept fom.-'ard»'-their

tack wes to take the picksts fromthe rear. One of Doherty's party

w3 trigger-happy. There was 2 loud bang. One of the four Confeder—

. . - - I I3 >
the senbries was knocked to the ground by a minie, and hls cOmpPanions
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eaped to their feet and in the confusion eluded Doﬁerty's patrol. Reach-
ing their lines, 'thé gi’ew‘clads éoundéd the alarm. 1
l ¥McLeughlen, on hearing the shot, led his bri gc,co forwerd and Joined
Doherty ab the redoubt. Here he_ halted his column to a2llow Brlge.aler _Gen—
rel Jonn F. Hartranft and his Ist Brigade o pasé. Wiilcox now rode up
'-rzd_ told Mclaughlen to have his column follow Hartranfi's, ?
Cubchecn by this time had deployed the 2d Michigan as skirmishers
.Ialong the edge of the woods east of C. Smith's house., The 20th Michigen
ves posted in support, and the rest of thé brigade was held ready to file
y the left flank. Upon hearing that ¥elaughlen's troops had botched
heir assignment, Culcheon advanced his brigede toward Smith's house.
AL Smith's, Cutcheon swung his left forward, and the brlgade drove west-—
':T' lward. ~Contact with McLaughlen's troops to the right was soon lost, so
Cutcheon d_irected his "skirmishers to gain ground in that direction as
l‘f«hey advanced, until they shoulii cover the road running westward from the
Hewks house." The right of the skirmish line had a difficult time wad-
ing the branch of Arthur Swamp in front of Hawks!, thus causmg the left
': lof the skirmish line to swing ahead tlll it was nearly perpendlcula:c with
Duncan road. Cutcheon discovered what had occurred, but 20 minutes of
IValLable time was lost while the alignment was” corrected, When the ad—
vance was resumed ; -Cutcheon told Lleutenant ColoneW Edwin J. March of
- the 24 Michigan "o pus’q forward vigorously and attack prompt'!_y any

g .
! lforce of the enemy he might encounter.m
: S

The Union skirmishers forged ahead. Confederate pickets from Heth's

division were encountered in the pines east of Watkins';. shols were ex~

' IC‘“wd and the butternuts fell back. General Willcox. heard the mus-

Keiry and had Cutcheon hold hls ground while he called up Hartranft's

1 3
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_ I:;eoplé. ;Hartranft_‘s _brigade came up on Cuicheon's left., As soon as
Hertranft's 'skirmishél.*s were in position on the ieft of the 2d Michigen,
llﬂcox told his brigade commanders to push on, Hariranfi's and Culcheon’s
izrlgaues closely supported the skirmishers as they drove in Heth's ouiposts.
. Tt had been daylight several hours, when the skirmishers emerged from
I-‘ne pine_ﬁhickets west of Clements' house, and fourd themselves confronted
by & line of rifle;pits twell filled with men and protected by an almost
Impervious slashing,™ Marc.h advanced his bluecczts close up to the abatis,
_ | he left of his line entering the felled timber, Seeing that the Confeder-
‘te posi{bion was too strong tqrbe assailed, he sent a runnef facing to
I‘ne rear to tell Cutcheon what he had discovered. Culcheon reinforced
March w:ith the 20th ° f::‘:!-";ichig&ﬁ.";a and the 51st Pennsylvania, - Hartranft
> It the same time Stréngthened his skirmish line. Taking position in front
if‘ the abatis, the Federals dug in, |
: | Under Willcox's eye, Hartranft and Cﬁtcheon formed their brigades
Iof attaék; Colonel Mc_Laﬁghlen‘s brigade wes cailed up, 0 it could be
a ready reserve. All the while patrols from the two advance brigades

' 4
’ lnrobed for soft spots in the fortified line held by Heth's veterans.

Brlgadler General E;iward Ferrero s Negro Division had follorned the
l‘ouue pioneered by Willcox's troops through the breastworks and abatis
I’”d across the countryside beyond, When Willcox's advance came to a

halt before the Rebel earthworks west of Clements' field, Ferrero
IS c*eyod his brigades into position on Willcox's right, swinging his
| | r;gh{, flank back to link up with Brigadier General Robert R. Potter's
- M=cond Division near Hawks'! house.

l Screened by a2 strong line of skirmishers, Ferrero pushed his bat-~

tle line through the pines and dense undergrowii, Ferrero's people, like

LAY
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l willcox!'s, were compelled to halt, when they came upon a line of recent-

iy dug earthorks. Oias‘truétioﬁs {slashed timber and abétis) warned
I ¥arrero and his officers that an attack against the sector to their
; frent woula be attended with frightful casualties. Ferrero, a_fte:c
f
:l notifying Parke of tbﬂ situation, received permission to fo rtlfy his
! position, |
There was a glow in the eastern sky, as Potter's advence brigade
(m gadier General Simon C Griffin's) passed Fort Cummings. Marching

rapidly ahead, Griffin's troops relieved McI_augnlen s at the abandoned

| l Rebel redoubt., To cover the advance of U:Lllcox s and Ferrero's divi-
l sions, Oriffin sent a strong force of skirmishers toward the northwest.

After all the soldiers had passed the redoubt, Potter brought up his

I st Brigade, Colonel John I. Curtin commanding. - Potter now deployed

| i his division, "the center on the road to the right of the Hawks house

I and in line with that house ,. t his right in the abanaoned Confederate
I rifle-pits about one-cighth mile from the slashings in froat of the

 Union main line of _resisiancz_a, and his left in contact with-Fefrero'é"
l rignt, A pic.ket line was e sta’alishéd well to the front, connecting on

the rlght with the plckets in front of Fort Welch.

I Potter during the afternoon had his men entrench thelr position.
i o
i I The 19th Battery, New York Light Artillery had reported to him, s0
Potter had the cannoneers emplace four guns hear Hawks' house and the
) : : 5 _ _ )

l remaining section on his right.
‘General Parke at G:L5 notified Chief of Staff Humphreys that

"3illeox is up with the enemy's line, and is now engaged s:clmshlng."

Willeox was. now exten‘ing to the left to connect with Warren, and, if

he found a soft spot, he was to attemph a DI sakthrough. Potter at this

3k



. hour was across the road north of the Hawks house redoubt, while Ferrero

9

.cccupied the interval between Willcox and Potter,

larren's v Corps as directed had marched at 4 a.m. It star 6‘ to
spr;nkle at L:45 a,m., and becauée of the overcast, it was unusually dazrk.
  Ow1na to the gloOM, parts of the lonﬂ colwan became scranbled; brigadés
lost contact with thne - preceding unit, It was light enbugh for the sol-
‘diers to see the road at 5:30, and VWarren, having passed to the left of
”  Forﬁ Cummings, turned the head of his column into the woods. Warren was
;_disguéted to discover that the IX Coll"ps'l pecple had not cieareé all the
“-‘oﬁstructions from the road, so he called on General Griffin for pioneers,
Kee?ing to the left of the IX Corps! flahker3; the column moved in a
.'southwesterly difeétion to R. Thompson's house.

Ascertaining1that.he was getting too far south, and that all roads

- encountered ran north and south, Warren'had his pioneers cut a road '

through the pines in a westerly dlrectlon for one-half mile, This led

:the corps' vanguard into Duncan road, southeast of Clements! house.

A short tramp down the cart

k‘Here Warren Iound a cart read leadlng vest,
10

roaa brought Warren's advance guard up against Heth's picket line.

General Grlffln, in response to instructions fron1Warren, told Colonel
. Fdgar M, Gregory, the commander of his lead brigade, to form his men in

the pines to the left of the road. Gregory deployed his unit in double
llne——the 188th New York Battallon and the 91st Pennsylvania in front,

and the 187th New York %autallon and the 159th Pennsylvania in suppOfu.

Skirmishers from the 91st PennsylVania-were advanced, while the 1553h

PGWLSleanla in the same formation took poslt:on to cover the 2d Brigade's

left, As soon as Gregory reported that he was preoared Griffin sent hin

forward. The men who wore the maltese Cross, aithough subjected to 2

35
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wlively fire,¥ advanced through the pines, driving Heth's outposts back

into their fortifications. Upon penetrating to within 100 to 2 30 yards

of the Rebels! main line of resistance, Gregory's skirmishsers encounter-

" ed felled timber and ceme undsr a scathing fire from riflemen sheltered

pehind recently erected breastworks. A& hasty reconnaissance convinced

Griffin that the slashings and ebetis would meake an assault on the rifle—
. pits costly. Orders were given for Gregory's troops, who had already
seen 100 of their comrades shot down, to take position and start forti-

fying. Contact was established ab this time with Hartranfi's IX Corps

troops on the rignht. 1

It was now 9:30, Warren had already received word from Meade that

' Farke's people had met the Confederates, but they would probably be un-
" able to crack the Rebels! fortified line, Meade therefore wanted Warren

to send part of his corps across Hetcher Run and cormunicate with General

12

- Hancock,

Replying to Meade's communication, Warren told of his advance and

of Gregory's repulse. All that he had seen satisfied Warren that, be-

'__Céuse of the strength of the Rebels' works to his front, it would be im-

practical for his corps to force a crossing of Hatcher Run above Arm-

strong's Mill, 13
Hancock at the same time was nOulfleﬂ that the V Corps was "about
- 02¢ mile north of Armstrong's Mill, on the Duncan road." th
Lfter orxd 1g.Generals tyres and Crawford to mass their divisions

4 . . poos . : . PP )
lose behind Griffin's, Warren called for two of his stafi--Major Wash-
2500 A, Roebling and Captein William T, Gentry. Roebling was to takse

‘12 general's escort {a detachment from the Lth Pennsylvania Cavalry)

4 feel to the left, and ses if he could locate where the Eebel right

e
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‘anchore
©. 5288 to Hancock.

" 40 his front and ascertain the practic

’ 3of Hatcher
‘the clover«leaf-badge.

:IL Corps footsoldiers moved out of w

-nﬁjor assumed that thes

o

g}tne fortifications before which Gr

rode up the creek, R

B G“¢f11n s SAlrm_sb llne extended a con31derable dlst
ff;Rﬂn. Captain Gentry now showed up.
'“ulbnat the rear of Ceneral Hanc

5F:T0ute to the plank road,

" right flank on the run, and then move up,

KR i

and upon arriving

® ®
d on Hatchér Fun. Captain Gentry was entfusted with the 9:30 mes--
Pending the return of his aides,
sbility of forcing Heth's position,
.Major Roebling rode.toward Armstrong's Mill, On the opposite side
Run at the mill, he could see a regiment.of troops wearing
As Poebling and the horsesoldiers watched, the
nat looked like rifle-pits. The
e were sbandoned Confederate garbhworks; that

hey were continuous along the right bank of the stream; that they TEm-

crossed Habcher Run somewhere opposite Griffin's left' connecting with

egory's advance hud stalled As it

oeblingt!s pariy vias fired on by a greyclad picket,

whé took to his heels, Roebling reported back to Warren at 10:15, and

told his general that besides being fortified the south bank of the run

was heav1ly timbered,

Generals Grant and Neade,accomnanled by a large number of horsemen,

TOdeXQJto harreq s command post-at 10:30. After‘harrenluﬂ.brlefed his

'important v331tors ss to his dispositions and the formidable character

of tne Rebels! works, Major Roebling explained to the generals that
ance down Hatchexr

‘Questioned by VWarren, he reported

ock's column had paséed Dabney's Mill en
17 | |

t. after reflecting cn the gituation and checking his m2PS,

Gran 5
- Wld Yarren "to send a division across Hatcher's L sic / Run, place its
supporting General Hancock,

st the enemy's right of the line in front of General

27

Warren would reconnoiter

15
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Grlffln,to attacx it in flank, and endeavor to cause him to abandon the

18
llne, and thus open the way for the rest of* the V and IX Corps.

Checking with his staff, Werren learned that Cr rawford's division was

' canvenleqoly sltuated for undertaking this: SpeCLa ‘assignmént. Lisutenant

Charles Rlcketts was sent to tell Crawford to bring up his division. When
Rickstts trotted up, he found the Third Division halted in Thompson's
field, After listening to Ricketts, Crawford turned the head of his

column intp'Duncan road, Before he had gone very far, Crawford encountered
Major'Réeblingg“The major, who was to conduct the division to its posi-
tion, told Crawford that he was.to cross Hatcher FRun at Armsﬁréng’s Mill,
advance up tﬁe right bank, resting his right on the stream, and link ﬁp
with Qriffints left. Frﬁm.Roebling, Crawfofd lezrned that the IL Corps

was on his left and had advanced 2 considerable distance, While ques-

tioning the staff-officer sbout the topography of the area into which he

was to take his troops, the general was told that if he advanced as he

.planned with a two—brlgade front he would "overlap™ the II Corps.

Meanwhile, Warren had determined to increzse the force with which
Crawford would cross the run. Onders were issued for General Ayres to
reinforce Crawford with a brigade. Ayres detached the Maryland Brigade,

Colonsl Andrew W. Denison commanding, Crawford's column having been as~
signed a mission fraught with danger, Warren would travel with it,  Griffin

ronid be expected to employ his own division-and twol:rigédes of Ayres! to

keep Heth‘s attention focused on his front, vhile Cravford maneuvered for
20

- Position on the Rebelst flank or rear.

As warren trotted off, Griffin callea up two reglments from his 3d

Brigade (Brigadier General Joseph J. Bartletd t's)}, sending them to the

left, There they took position, their right resting on Gregory's left

LA
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lturn these fortifications.

1 e o

' and their left on Hatcher Run. The reét of Bartleti's brigade was form-
ed in line north of ‘t.he road opened thﬁt morning by the division pioneers.

I Generz) Ayres massed his 1st and 3d Brigades as a stfategic reserve in
the pines be‘n:md Bartlettis battle line. |

l Cramord's vanguard reached the run opposa.te ﬁrmstrong s Mill by

l 11445 and started to cross. Becmse of the heavy growth of timber and
undcrbrusn on the oooos:d:e side of the surean, Crawford was compelled to

I leave his battery, the Gth Batter’y, Massachusetts Iight Artillery, at
the mill, ?Jarren Joined Crawford by the time his rear brlgade-u~Colopel

l_ J., William Hofmenn's had scrambled up the south bank., Colonel Denison

I and the Maryland Brigade overtock t'ne_ division at this time., While
Crawforu‘s bluecoats were deploying, Warren rev:Le‘we ~for Crawford's

lben'efit what was expected. Using a map, the corps compander indicated

to his subordinate the point where the earthworks confronting Griffin's

'|peop1e were believed to anchor on the run, Warren wanted Crawford to

22

In forming his command, Crawford placed Brigadier General Fdward
IS Bragg's br:waae in advance. Bragg was told ®to throw out a strong

line of skirmishers , to _double them, and to advance them half a mile

.'li’-’i his front, their right resting upon the creek,® Colonel Hofmamn's

. rigede was formed in rear of Bragg's, ibs right anchored on Hatcher

‘Run; In obedience with instructions from Crawford, Hofmann threw out

Ime 14,7th New York as flankers to guard his left. As the dense urnder-

growth made it 1mposslble to advance along the creek, two reglments of

Ithe I-Iarylahd Brigade were ordered "to advance in rear, and supporting

iructed to hold his Marylanders ready to reinforcé any
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Ithe right fiank, and two others on the left flark," and Colonel Deni-
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rtion of the line that might be necessary.

?—

| After checking v;ltn the brigade commanders and learvu_ng that they

the right of companies to the

&

sere ready, Crawford Woroke the com mand b

ront, and advanced® into the fO'f‘eSb. Forward progress was attended with

Tgreat diff culty. So thick were the trees a.nd 50 tangled the undergmvrth

that the troops became confused as Lo directions, Officers were compelled

to rely on their compasses. To help Crawford and his top subordinates

guide their movements, Warren dispatched an aide with instructions for

Griffin to heve his skirmish line open on the foe to its fromt. Great

difficulty was experienced by the brigade and regimental commanders in

B .maintaining a semblance of an alignment., Hatcher Fun made a horseshoe

‘bend to the west, and Crawford,.-to avoid. having his right wing wade the

.:”lstreém twice, filed his brigades by the flank a considerable distance to

Ithe southwest

Reconn01termg in front of his left, Crawford rode :Lnto the clearing

Iat Dabney! s Mill, where he s:Lghteu a detachment of cavalry, Told by the

horsesoldiers that the IT Corps was a coqsmerable distance to his ;E‘ront

ICro.wford urged hls men on. The pace of the advance was snall—llke. After

what seemed like hours, Cravwford reached Crow's farm—-"2 w:Lde open space

under cultn_Vatlon. To the east, about 200 yards aw&y, Ezatcher RBun made

Ila sharp meander, Here the tlmoer had besn felled, so as Lo make any

“movement up the bank of the stream imprac_ticable.

I Crawford now lost valuable time as he mistook the branch which dis-

charges into Hatcher Run at, this point for the mein stream, After the

veneral had orlentctcd himself, he sent Hofmann's ‘bri. gade forward by the

. l flank, while Bragg's pattle line crossed Crow's field, Hofmann's sol-

diers, covered by a 1ine of skirmishers, moved so rapidly that withoub

(o)
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realizing 1L, they passed Bragg s battls

that Bragg's troot}s were no longer to his Irizi. szt ol scouts. ¥Itk-
in a few minutes, they returned and rezcrist izl Zetetzs of ths ‘unie-
like-conditions, they had been unasble To loizTz ZTzgz's deople.

Hofmann halted his column,
his brigade into line of batile, coverin
mishers. A& 200-yard advance broughi tis

line® of Confederate sharpshooters.

bluecozts. An eyewitness reported, "Ine Trzozz wers @ Little scirsd, and
‘meny stragglers began rurning to the rsar; s Iw tiisis seeme Lome
from the enemy. Our line then commencsl =o tissT, #nT zlvance rzilly,
firing 211 the while. The firing from trs 28Iy »28 Viiy feebls.® Iis
engagerment which ensued was short but cdeclizivs; ize zeivclads belzz
: 23

driven across Hatcher Bun,

Another group of Confederates at ine sins ilz2 %zl assailed ITzzz's

k= "f\‘f“‘ by

PSR P

- skirmish line, as it entered the wocd

cogted skirmishers held their ground,

sylvania, they drove back the

General John R. Coocke's North

The shooting served as a gulde, enl emzilst razgz sad Hofme=s %
re-establish contact, One of Bragg's &ilzs ralt:#3 i and told =:izemn

to retire. In answer to Hofmern Trr maii-cllicer plrzoizied
Bragg's brigade 25 500 yards to the lelt enli ms=v. Ziltrve the cooe zould
te ex ecuted it was countermanded, Surssriitily, we onder was noIstal,
. . . . 25
ard the brigade moved beck and feil in .
Gensral Crawford, on making a xec::;:..:;'s:'s.:::‘ Tani that Brozzs
Skirmishers hed advarced 150 yards beprii 17z izt woeds Grifins s =

-

Befors resuxizs Zis zIvance, he Iirmed

dis

A e

I3imETE, on

T T. =l
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2% v the 150
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- off, Crawford checked the time: it was 4 p.m.
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‘ anchored on the north bank of Hetcher Run. Thié was the reason for Hof-
'lmann‘s recgll, After Hofmann's blueccats had taken position on Bragg's
. left, Crawford "detached a reglment to_examine the rignt bank of the

. creek near my present position; and to feel the énemy's works." The
"regiﬁent took position and blazed away, enfilading one of Heth's units-
_posted in the rifle-plts north of the run. This fire disconcerted the
'5greyclads;-but_being veterans they did ndt panic easily. After rede~

Quployihg_to meet this threat to their flank and rear, the Confederates

: 24
returned the Federals! fire,

General Warren at this moment rods up to Crawford's commend post.

. A hasty inspection demonstrated to the corps commander that Crawford's
" troops were just.where he wanted them~-"on the right flank of the enemy's

~position fronting Grifiin." He could see that the steep banks and slashed

timber at this point would make it difficult for Crawford's troops to

force a crossing of Hatcher Run., Moreover, as Crawford explained to

- Warren, the march through the "jungle" had caused whole regiments to
f.loosé thelr way. Warrén-told Crawford to hold his ground and press the

- foe with his skirmishers, while he rode to discuss the situation with

Méade, who was reportedly at Hencock's headquarters. As Warren galloped
27

Major Roebling in the meantime had been riding along Bragg's skirmish

-line, and he found its right was on the creek, directly in front of the
~ Rebel pifie-pits on the left barnk. The breastworks near Hatcher Run had

‘teen evacuated. At this moment, a 20-men Confederate squad appeared atop

2 knell north of the run and fired at the major's party, killing an orderly.
45 he petired downstream, Roebling saw that Griffin's skirmish line con~

Nected with Bragg's battle line, A& dozen of Griffin's men were oil Craﬁford’

L2
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side of the stream, having crossed on a log. There was no officer with '

tnem. Roebling told them to find their officer and tell him that the

kebels had yulled out of their breastworks, and "to go up and occupy

them."® Next, Roebling contacted Crawford and inquired, "why have you
P g 1 3 57 F

halted when victory is in your grasp?"

"] heve positive orders from Warren not to advance another step,”
was the reply.

Capﬁain Dennis Dailey of Warren's staff now rode'up and begged to
be allowed to fdfd the stream, vwhich wes waist-deep, with 50 volunteers
and mop-up the line of rifle-pits.

"Permission refused,® Crawlord snapped,
':LWhéreupon, Roebling thundefed off up a cart rozd to see if he could

: ‘ ' 28
find Werren and explain to him the situation.

b3
w
e

Gemeral Robert E. Lee at this time wes at Chaffin Bluff, north of

:the James, Lieutenant General Awbrose P. Hill having been left to lock
after the units charged with holding the Petersburg lines. On October

2526 there were signs of stepped-ﬁp Union activities on the north side

of the Jemes, and on the morning of the 27th elements from Major General

'Benjamin.F._Butler‘s Army of the James attacked vigorously along the en-
29 o
tlre front from the New Markebt to tne Charles Cltj’TOadS. Sirwltane-

cously, lLee recelved reports that‘the bluecoats had crossed’H&tcher Run

and were driving for the Boydton Plank Road. Colonel Walter H, Taylor
. 30
of Lee's gtaff remarked, "It looks like a sure enouca aavﬁnce," - while

Colonel Charles Marshall, in more formal phrase, notified Secretary qf

L3
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Vier James A, Seddon, “There...appears to be a simltaneous movement on

31 . _ o
poth flanks," =  The goverament was profoundly alarmed and called the

lzst available reserves, ths munition workers and the cadels, to ils
32 *'
defense,.
Counter—operations on the South Side had to be left to the judgment
of Generals Hill and Hampton. North of the James, Lee left the disposi-

tions to Lieutenant General James Longstreet,.who had returned to dutly

eight days before, Never did Lee have better reason to trust the mili-

‘tary judgment of Longstrest. The front opposite Fort Burnham had been

carefully planted with subterra shells or "land mines,' after its capu

- ture by the Federals on September 29, so Longstreet had nothiﬁg to fear
. along that sector, which the Chaffin Bluff garrison manned, He massed
" two divisions (Hoke's and Field's).on the front of attadk, and soon be-
.came convinced.that the bluecoéts ﬁight.be preparing to turn the upper
- end of the outer line, which was undefended. Boldly shifting his in-
;ffantry'as'far northward as the Wiliiamsburg road, LongstreeF sent Bri-
. gadier General ¥Martin W, Gary'é cavelry to occupj the fortifications

. on the Nine-Mile road, In the course of a few hours,he. completely re- -

pulsed the foe, capturing 600 prisoners and 11 battleflags. No drive

north of the James;'during the entire investment of Richmond, had been

33

~ broken up so readily.

On the South Side, the Federals' numbers_yefe large and their ad-

Vance rapid. " If he determinsd to march to'meel the Federals, General

K11l would be compelled to leave thousands of soldiers to hold the

extensive Pebersburg earthworks, Hill liked to fight, however, so it

‘¥as not difficult for a man of his temperament to make his decision.



(ixeral Henry Heth would be placed in charge of a strong column. With
this force, Heth was to cross Hatcher Run, advance into the wilderness
| t'.ronﬁ, and see if he could interpose bevwesn the IT and V Corps, If

1 T oy

could, Heth was to assail Hancock's right, while Hampton's di smounted
s dismounted troopers

' t'oopers struck the II Corps! left and rear. Dearing
coverirg the bridge at

'ﬂe to hold the rifle-pits to Hancock's front
Burgess! Mill, while Heih was feeling his wa;yJ into position. 3
l When Heih took the field, Genersl Bushrod Johnson Wi_ui’l hl_s divi-~

- nd Colonel '

reneral Joseph Finegia's

:on (reinforced by Brigadier G
des of Mahone's division, and Archer's 3d Battalion

’ !
- Tlliam Glbson's briga
'rgmla Reserves) was to occupy the fortifications from the Appomat
Three brlsades of General Cadmus Wilcox!'s ngqt

to Battery No., 45.
lw sion held the works from a point opposite Fort Welch to Batt uery No.

de (Brlgadier General Edward L., Thomas’) Was

Inllcox s other briga
It

grth of the Appomatitox and had been stationed there since July h.
x's butbermits had taken posi-

s on the night of October 2 that Wilco
g they had commenced erecting

tion in this area, and the next mornin

lreaswrorks. This was the beginning of the line of fortifications ex-
hts division threw up

ijndmg from Battery No. L5 to Hatcher Run. Het
1d occupied the rifle-pits on Wilcox's right. .From right to left
Brigadier Generals Samuel McGowan's,

lilcox‘s- brigades were posted:

James H. Lane's, and Alfred ¥, Scales!.

l General Heth's division vas rE'o}xOHSJ.ble for the defense of the newly

rectbed rlfle—plts from Hatcher Run on the right to Wilcox's left, Gen~
vas on the right, Colonel Rooert M.

‘ 21 Cocke's North Caxollna Brigade v
Brigadier General Josepn R.

swols Consclidated Brigade on the rlght center,
while Brigedier General Williem

|
‘ "‘ -

|

Davis' Misecissippi Brigade on tne left center,

' l : ' L5
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l MacRae's North Carollna Brigade anchored the lef‘t MacRae'-s command post

was at Hart's house,

£ e AR At M 1, e

3 I General Hill's ready reserve consisted of three of Ceneral Mahone's

brigades--Brigadier General Nathanlel Harris', and Colonels David A

i AT b 1

Weisiger's and J, Horace KJ_"lg’ s——which were camped between the Weldon
lroad and Bauzez:y No, L5, There was an air of expectancy on October

24, es Sergeant John F. Sale of the 12th Virginia, Welslger s brlgade,

-;"

ote in his dlary

Vothing of interest has transpired for some time,
Considerable artillery firing & picket firing has been
going on for some time, but no movements of any importance
has taken place, Large numbers of conscripts are daily
being sent forward to recruit our army, and with but a
few days drilling and the example_of the old soldiers
they will be as good as r&ny / , /-and our army will be
as large as before the campalgn. Where on earth the new
men come from I cannot see, but they do come from some-
where is a visible certainty. Our regiment along having
received about 100, '

Deserters are coming out of the enemy s lines to
join us, some 35 or LO persons having come to my knowledge 37

As soon as the outposts raised the alarm on the 27th Generals Heth's

and Wilcox!'s brlgade commanders saw that the "lon:r rolln was beaten. The -

- l troops were turned out on the double and the lines manned, By-9 o'clock

It"le plckets had been drlven in, and the bluecoats of the V and IX Corps

hed appeared before the felled timber frontlng the wo“ks held by Cooke's,

Ihayo‘s » and Davis' brigedes.

General Hill, upon belng alerted that the Yanké‘es were attempting

I to turn his right, called for General Mszhone to bring up the ready re-
| Serve, Even before the order to fall out was heard in the camps occu~
pied by Herris', Weisi:rer's, and King's trooos, the sound of heavy fir-

| lzng off to the southwest told the soldiers that the much dreaded thrust
toward the Army of Northern Virginizls rig _.t was under way.

1
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I . A% 9 o'clock Mshone told his. brigade commanders to form their units.

Within a short btime, the troops had been turned out under arms and in

1ight marching order; When Mahéne passed the order to move oub, Wel-
siger‘s Virginia Brigade took thé lead. There was a 30 minuie-halt at
pettery No. 45, waile Mahone checked with General Hill, Instructions
bawéng been received to reporu to Genergl Heth, Mahone turned his three
brigades into the Boydton Pjank Road, Ab Gill's plantation, the colum
abandonéd the plank road_in favor of the military road to Stony Cresk,
Here General Mzhone was met by a guiée'sent by General Heth.

The gnide, who was familiar with the area, led the way as Welsiger's
Virginiaﬁs, Harris"Nississippiahs, and King}s Alabamans tramped along
féeldom'frequented byroads;' Off to the east and southwest, the soldiers
Hcould hear the rattle of musketry and the roar of cannon, The head of
the column soon reached the dam whlch Confederate ploneers had built
across Hatcher Run, to back up water toward the bridge at Burgess' Mill,
Not too long before Mahone's vanguard arrived at the dam, General
Peth had learned that Crawford's division, having crossed Hatcher Run
at Armstrongts Mill, was pressing up the south bank of that stream in

.. & drive to establish contact with Hancock's corps at Burgess' mi1l., To

" gain tlme, Heth called on General Cooke for 75 picked marksmen. Cross~

'”1ng the run on‘the douvble, the North Carolina sharpshooters moved off

v bt

P

into the dense pines. Taking advantage of the terraln and ground cover,

the North Carolinians stalled Crawford's division in the jungle north

g o AN by g

of Crow's clearing.,
Satis™ed that the V and IX Corps did not intend to make a serious
- assault on bhe Revel works northeast of Hetcher Run, Heth called in his

left fiark brigade, MacRze's, To take the!l North Cé*ollﬂlaﬂs‘ place behind




i ® o
..‘ It.he breastworks, McGowan's brigade extended to the right. MacRae's butter- _
nuts reported-to Heth at fhe dam, |
l Generals Heth and Mahons now listened intently as several of Cooke's
- mscouts, who had Just recrossed the run, reported that there was a c.o'nsideru
Ie_'.ble gap between Hancock's right and Crawfoz_'d's pecple. Heth-determined
lto‘ capitalize on this. Iinion vlunder, Before putting his infantry in mo-
‘tion, Heth contacted .General Hampton; Bet*#e‘e_n them, the two generals
. Iperfected their plans. As scon zs the foolsoldiers hed crossed Hatcher
fun, Heth was t_o notify Hampton. When the roar of battle indicating
lthat Heth_had attacked reaqhed his command post, Hampton would serid
: Iﬂutler‘s-dismounted cavalrymen sweeping down White Cak road against
Hencock's left,
l Heth now crossed the dem with two .o_f Mahone's brigades (Weisiger's
nd Herris') and MacRae's North Carolinians, end followed "an old blind
Eood—road“ through the wilderness towar& the Boydton Plank Road. Because
laf the dense woods, Heth had left his artillery north of Hatcher.Run.
.. Slipping his column through the gap separabing Hancock's right and Craw—.

ord's front, Heth soon learned from his scouts that he had gained an

'i._.‘ xcellent position from ;»rhich to launch an attack on Hancock's right and
L.
I A halt was carllec.i .to allow the brigade commanders to form their units
| into line of ba.ttle. Weisiger's Virginia Brigade was posted on theé left,
liac}?;ae's North Carolina PBrigade on the r’ight , and Herris' Mississippians
yn support.  The 12th Virginia was on the extreme lefﬁ, so Colonel Wei- |
Siger called for the company to which Sergeant Sale was aséigned to deploy
rikers,  While his butternuts were filing into position, General

reconnoitersd to his front, and observed that the Federals had

L2
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I blundered in poslt:Lon:Lnr: their artillery too near the woods, As soon as

'sklrmlsbe”s had been advanced, Heth passed the word for the assault to

begin. 14,500 combat~harden veterans forged through the woods toward the

- £ields occupied by Hancock's right flank unit, Pierce's brigade,

Tate in the afternoon, after it had started to rain, Heth called for

39
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reinforcements, and King's Alabama Brigade crossed Hatcher Bun .

o——
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_ For a better understandiﬁg of the tactical situation in which the
Federals found themselves at the time that the Confederates were deploy-—
ing for a counterstroké,we must reéall that in obedience with latest
orders from army headquarters, Parke, haviﬁg.entered a fortified zone,

was to confront the foe in his works, tuntil the operatlons on the left

(shouid) draw off the Confederates." In which case he was, presumably,
~to attack without regard to.the strength of the Rebels' position.

- Meade'!s alternate ﬁlan was now ready for:execution, though it was
not a course of actiﬁntupon which'he was U"disposed to insist.® As we

shall see, Meade, with CGrant's concurrence, gave the order to cancel

it, although no disaster or check, except from the nature of the geo—

'graphy of eastern Dinwiddie County, had been experienced..’

e < it ekt ot

' What vas this tplan?t It was to employ Parke's IX Corps. to keep

the Rebels plnned in their defenses east of Hatcher Run and thrOﬂ”Warren's '

V Corps across that stream, Warren's people would then be left to hold

the Boydton Plank Roed, while Hencock struck for the South Side Railroad

OJ way of Whlue Qax road
It is aoparent that the rev1sed master plan was much less sweeping
anee

in its scope. With less manpower belng committed, there wes less ch

‘ .
‘ I
5
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_Exberle nced audacity of the Confederates, mede

of success., First, because the "active force®" had been reduced from three
corps to two. Second, considerable time had béeﬁ-squandered in "defining®
the Confederates! position and in reaching the coﬁclusion that an attack
on the Rebel fortifications by Pafke would'bq_unprofitabie. Hours, every
minute ;f which was precious,had elapéed, during which a vigilant and re-
sonrceful foe was making.preparations to counter the impending blow.

Reduced in size and possible importance, as was Meade's modified
plan, it was soon emasculated by farther action by the Union brass.
Insiead of pushing Warren as far as possible across Halcher Run with
his entire corps; thus throwing upon Fa:ke'the responsibilitj ef holding
the Con;ederdbes in the:r breoSb:OT&S northeast of the stream, Meade had
informed Hancock ithat only one d1v¢slon of the V Corps, Crawford's, was
to ford Hatcher Run.

What Meade hoped to gain by these new dispositions was that Crawford,
by advanc1ng rapidly up the south bank of the run, would compel the Gon-
federates defending the rlfle—plts in front of the V and IX.Corps to aban-
don their positions. With the Rebels gone, warren and Parke could then
cross Hatcher Run, and, in conjunction with Hanqock, slash deeply into
the rear of the,Petersbﬁrg defenses complex, Whether iﬁ was Meade's in-
tention, in event of success, to push on out White Ock road, or to wheel
his columns to the_right and roll up the Confederate line, we do not know.

Tnere Was always ano»ker possibility--that General Hill, feellna the

heavy hand of the foe upon the Boydton Plank Road, would selze.the initia-

tive and advance to strike the intruding force a fearful blow. - This

EOssibility, vhich wes made a strong probability by the aften and bitterly

it imparative thal Crawford

50




izste no time in establishing contact with Hancock. Delay on Crawford's

-

part could result in losing a chance for victory, or worse, it could

LO

invite defeat and disaster,

Promptly on being notified by Meade of the changed plan, Hancock

moved to open communications with Crawford. Unknown to the Federal

ceders, the Confederates were already moving to capitalizs on their

errors.
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THE= BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBER 27-28, 1864
Chapter 111

Genersl Heth Prepares to Strike
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I THE BATTIE OF THE BOYDTON PLANK ROAD, OCTOBE R 27-28, 1864

- Chapter IV

l The JI Corps Gamely Holds ©n in the Face of Heth's Onslaught

l General Hencock, inmediately after Generel Gregg and his horsesoidiers
1—':1 reporued ordered Censral kﬁan’é IT Corps divi s;on_to. drive the Rebels
posted on the','.high ground at Burgess! Mill across Haitcher Run. Whilej
| }Igg’s and Willett's battle lines, covered by a strong force of skirmishers,

' jv“ed forward, Lieutenent Beck's cennoneers of Batteries C and I, 5th U

¥ Light Artillery engaged the Rebel battery emplaced at Burgess! Tavern,
-'.(|1eral Smyth's brigade emerged from the pines flanking the road to Dab- . :
ney's Mill at this time,

. l Hancock hai led Egan and told him to deploy Smyth‘s troops to cover

divisionts left and rear. To do this, Smbvth formed hlS men into bal.
i line on the left of the Dabney's Mill road,and advanced a line of
s'lrmlshers._ As soon as Mott's lead brigade tramped into view, Egan re-’
called Smyth's bluecoats. Egan directed Smyth to redeploy his soldlers

| clt'he right of Rugg's brigaée and in support of Willett's, As Smyth's

men were fall:mg in on the ir colors, preparatory to carrying out their
rEr assignment, Mot"t’s 1st Bmgade (De Trobriand!s) came up and assumed
.SpOHSlblllty for guardw ng the 11 Corps! left and rear. Cross:n.ng a
.plamatlon road east of the Boydton Plank Road, Smyth promptly formed his

n'1 in an "opeﬂ field on the right of and on the prolongation of Colonel

Pl'cr:’s line."
Genersl Fgan, as soon as he saw Smyth's column marching vup the plank

xid, ordered Willett (whose brigade had heretofore been posted on Rugg's

left) "to advance and carry the enemy's position on the hill crest near

©eAnet
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the Burgess house.® Captein Embler and ‘the skirmishers of the 19th and
20th Massachusetts, rej_morced hy © 6Otn Pennsylvan a, chéi'ged on the
ldou.ﬂ e, followed closely by Willeti's Dflﬂ'c.d& As he would be advancing
across oben ground, Willeti, to reduce casuzlties, had deployed his bri-
gede as skirmishers, With Captain Zmbler ridihg in advance, the blue~. '
lcoats stormed ahead.. . General Dearing’s dismounted troopers were driven

through a belt of timber and across a "swa’moy'ravine.“ Valuable time was

llom, as Embler's and Willettt!s skirmish h.nes worked their way down and

up the other side of the underbrush-—c.hokeduuollow. _

l &s they scrambled up the north slope, Embler and Willett called a

‘} lné,it to re-form their lines, Dearing's pickets by this time had joined

| _ijf_ their comrades on the high ground at Burgess' barn, east of the plank foad.
'iesuming their advance., the Yanks dislodged Dearing's butternuts and

j‘. imshed the roadblock., The Con-federa;tes_ md__barricaded the Boydton Plank

oad at & toll-gate, but as General Egan wrote in his "Afier Actlon Report,®

2
is men falled to observe Vlr'glnla hlgnway regulatlons and no toll was paid.

Embler and his skirmishers sought to cut off the Rebels as they

lretreated to the right and across [aj wide sheet of water, where their

lorses awaited them," Nbrth of the pond, the cannoneers of the Peters-

burg Virgir;ia Artillery had unlimbersd a gun, which opened on the blue-

Colonel Willett, after his footsoldiers had mopped-up the area; re-

—":Ieplcyed his brigade into line of battle on the commanding ground from

“ which they had driven Dearing's dismounted troopers. The brigade, ex—

ept for the left wing which wes refused at neariy a right angle, held

I'ne military crest of the ridge overlocking Hatcher Run. To strengthen
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_ their position, the men turned to throwing up breastworks.

As soon as General Egan szw Willett's battleflags reach Burgess!

barns, he ordered Colonel Rugg's batile line forward.. Rugg's brigade’

moved up the plank road and formed on Willett's left, Rugg, after
examining the terrain, anchored his left on a ravine. The 1st Minne;u'

soba Battalion and the 7th Michigan were thrown oub as skirmishers

- and giVén the task of protecting the brigade's left. The 19th and

20th hassachusetts now reported back to Rugg end were assigned posi- |

tions behind the barrlc;c es being erected by soldiers of the 15» Bri-

L

 gade,

General Smyth's 3d Brigade was now advanced and formed in an open

 field on Wlllett!s rlght As they hiked up the. plan?-road, Smyth's column

"was shelled by the Petersburg Artillery posted north of Hatcher Run. To

protect his right, Smyth saw that the 10th New York and the 12th New Jer—

. sey were positioned in echelon on that flank,

Heving advanced his division 800 yards, Egan called upon Lieutenant

" Beck to post two of his Napoleons on the ridge from which Willett's bri-
'gade had dislodged the Rebels. The right section, 2d Lieutenant Richard

= Metcalf commanding, was advanced énd unlimbered its guns in a cornfield

on the right of the plank road. Beck's left section was to be emplaced

_on the crest near Burgess' house. “As ﬁﬁé cannoneers of the left section
 _drovm their teams up the plank r0aa, theJ came under a we‘lmalmed fire

. from rifled guns of the Wasalnguon South Carolina Arulllerj, T sted some
‘distance up White Oak road. Beck had his regulars in action practically

as soon as the trails Struck.the ground, While the left section fought

the South Carolinians' guns, Metcalf's hammered away at Butler's dis-

i

mounted troopers zs they filed into position in the woods, one-half mile

5L




;; Io the west,
:
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Within a short time, a second rifled Confederate battery (the Peters-
lu:cg Artillery /) had added the weight of its mebal to the duel. ;-.T‘ne,
n crew having thrown their pieces into battery near the dem. At 2 range
of 800 yards, they enfiladed Beck's left sectior:.. Beck, after telling the
& Isection Jeader to c.c')ncentrate on the rifles to his left, rode to the Tear
and brouoht up a’c a gallop his center section. The artillerists threw
l;heso Napoleons irito battﬂry at rlg‘qt ancrleo to the left section, and
plazed away at the Rebel rifles ai the dam. | Ellettfo Virginia Battery
now reacned the f ield and put two 3-—1nch rifles into e.cl,:Lon at a point
' }ast of the dam. Beck sent word for Metcalf to take care of this threat.
The Confederate gunners did their best to drlve the regulars from

l:’le conunandlng ground at Burgess'. Buu for the "bad practlce of thelr

ers ," Beck reported, he feared "there would have been but llttle 1ei‘t

" of my battery." As it was, most of the Confederates‘ pro;;ectlles elther
I:assed overhead or fell short, ‘ |
'-At.' 1:10 p.m., October 27, General-Han'Cock, while the field pieces

lellowed, dispatched Major Henry H. Bingham of his staff to ascertain

(he whereabouts of General Crawfordt!s V Corps troops Aecompanied by

en cavalr:ymen, the major took a road leading to the souuheast Bingﬁam,
Il ter a mile ride, encount ered Genera’l Cra.wford at Crow's house He in-

formed the V Corps generol that at the moment hlS people were within three-

l;u rters of a mile of Hancock's rlght. On Cra*:ford’s WAD, Bmcrham pomued

qu the Burgess house, ndesignating it as & point. held by the line of ‘the

econd Corps and part of its fromt,!' At the time that he had ridden off

ued, the Confederates still held the

ge carrying the Boydion Plank Road across Habtcher Run, but Hancock

Iﬁn his mission, the major contin
1
b
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rd his officers had been discussing the' “propriety of its capture,*
Crawford,in turn,indicated upon the mep a point which he exéected
l3 reéch, -Whereupon, he planned te throw Maround his left® and coﬁhec
tyith the right of the Second Corps." |
}mile Bingham was absent, Generals Grant and Meade and their entour-
lge had visited the IL Corps! front., As scon as Major Bingham returned
and reported Trawford's position, Generals Grant and Meade fook leave of
lancock’s command pos.t. On doing so, they gave Hancock verbal orciérs to
i.:ld nhis position unbil the following morning, when he was to I‘-etire by
e road over which he had advanced, |
I it 5eems to this observer that the responsibility of making the

comnection rested on Crawford, Hancock, engaged with the foe at Burgess'

Iill and holding a key position, could hardly be expected to shift to the
ight to contact Crawford. Crawford was to advance from the southeast

!zl\d place his divislon on Hancock's right. To facilitate a 1':'Lnk-—up.

Ieﬁween their commands, Hancock had ordered Smyth!s brigade into posi-

tion on Willett's right, and called for skirmishers to be pushed far-

Iher toward the southeast, 4

While these dispositions were being effected, the dismounted Rebel

lavalry pressured Hancock's left and front, Dearing's ‘troopers under—
Ioék' a determined sortie, Recrossing Hatcher Run, they drove in Willett's
‘skirmishers and surged up the slope'towérd Burgess', where the center and

Beck waited anxiously

eft sections of Batteries C and [ were emplaced,

.1til the greyclads had closed to within 200 yards, before he shouted for

I:s cannoneers to shift targets, Pointing their four Napoleons at the

rrushing Johnnies, the regulars blasted "fhem with cenister, and with

For fear that Dear-

ood effest that they halted® and took cover,.
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l:mg mlohu renew the atback as soon as he had regroaped Bec:{ shifted his
left sectlon,brmgmg 1t up-on line with the center section. 10
’ I General Hancock now sent vord for Egan _to throw forward his right
wing—Smyth's brlgacze At 2 word from va'th, skirmishers of the ist
. IDPlaware and the 108th New York advanced across the field east of the
:.llpla.nk road, Close behind came Smyth's battls line. Dearing's dismounted
horsesoldiers .were' diSl_odged from the toe hold they had sécured in front
! 'Iof Beck's Napoleons. Contiruing their pﬁsh, the binecoats compelled the
Southerners to abandon their rifle-pits south éf fhe run., Some of Smyth's
l soldiefs followed the retreating butternuts across Hatcher Run, pénetrated
Itbe swamp beyond, and started to ascend the Tldge On thelr left, the

téLth New York of Willett's brigade had moved out, Near the bridge, the
| INew Yorkers captured a 12-pounder gun, limber, and caisson abandoned by
the Petersburg Artillery. :While thé Yanks were able to bring off the .
l Ic_aisson, they were unable to. locate enough rope to be used in dragging
l off gun and limber, which wére Z__Left behind when they were recalled,

As .soon as General Egan saw tﬁat Smyt'h's'.bluecoats had driven the

] I Coni‘éderates across the run, he sent azi:i";'aidé to recall the men who had
& fprded the stréam and another to order Colonel Willett to report to Smyth.

'lIn its advance, Smyth's battle line had incl:i_néd to the left and was now

Ibetween U:Lllett's .and Helcher Run. When Willett reported to him, Smyth
? placed the 170th and 182d New York in the -captured ra,fle-plts west of
} Itbe plank road, while the 16L,th New York and 8th New York Heavy Artll—
§ lery were posted on the right of the Third Brigade. |
f- I Egan, having been notified that Crawford's division was somewhere
, lof‘f to his right, told Smyth to see if he could establish contact with

the V Corps. Whereupon, Smyth celled for: the 10tn New York. ILieutenznb
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. .j lColonel George F. Hopper was told to take his reg:imerit and go into posi-

tion on the right of the &ih New York Heavy Artillery. Although he de-

i Iplo*rpd his infantrymen at 10»t;ace intervals, Hopper was umable to estab-

1ish comtact with Crawford. Shots could be heard off to the southeast s

so a2 six-man patrol was ordered out by Hopper "to ascer ta‘Ln wnat troops

13

Iwere engaged in that direction.®

| The enf 11aq1nc fILIe of the rifled guns of the Washington Sbuth Caro-
l lina Aritillery empla.ced out on White Oek rcad,so a*moyed Hapcock that he
ca]_led for General Gregg to capture or Grive them away. Gregg aelegated

1o Colonel Kerwin the task of dealing with the battery. Threé regiments o

I {the Stb 13th and 16th Penns»rlv_.ma Cavalry) moved out . Before proceed-

ing very far, Gregg Told the men to halt, while he. and his esoort re-

connoitered the Re‘oels' p051t10n. Gregg mistook Butler's dlsmounted

cavelry for infantry. Seelng that the Confederates vere posted behind

Gregg decided that it would be foohsn to
th ‘

. hurriedly erected barricades,

“attack; he told Kerwin to hold his ground.

Hancock at 3 p.m. determined to launch a frontal assault across Hatcher

Run and establish a bridgehead. Egan, whose division held the hlgh ground

" at Burgess! Tavern, would be in charge of the attacking force:- First, i

however, Egan would be reinfo rced, Colonel Robert McAllister's brigade

of Iviott"s division wes ordered to Egan's _éupport.

I{CAlllsueI“S brlggqe hiked up the plank road turning to the right

R

“along the crest of the ridge o\;erlooklr!g the dam Here 1&cﬂﬂ_llster reported

MeAllister formed his

15

- to Egan., In obedience with instructions from Egan,

briﬂade 4n double line of battle in rear of the 1OLn New York.

By this time, Lieutenant Beﬂk had been warned by the chlefs ‘of his

L e

left and cenber sections thet they were running short _of apmunition, If




rgan‘s attacking infaniry were to be assured of proper artillery support,

‘5 2 fresh battery should be calied up. Chief of Artillery John C. Hagzard

l1ad arrived on the field with the 10th Batlery, Massachusetis Light Artil-

: tery and Battefy K, Lt U, 3. Light Artillery. These guns were parked near
he junction of the Debney Mill and plank roads. Seeing that Beck needed
3 tssis’cance, Hazard toj.d Lieutenant Heory H. Granger of the Massachusetis _
*-_battery-to téke his six 10—p6under Parrotts and placé them.in position
's lalongsj_de Beck's Nepoleons,
é_ The battery historian recalled:

_ 1Tyas but & moment, however, for we are wanted at the -
front, and leaving caissons behind, out upon the Plank Road - Co
dash the pieces at a lively trot. We have a half-mile run o
before us ere getiing into position, and no sooner are we
fairly on the road than we become the object of warm atten-
tion from the enemy's guns, whose shells crash through the
trees and fence by the roadside as we go. Bub on we press, A
galloping up the rise in the road just south of where it - i
meets the White Oak road, and wheel to the rignt into a 3
field, unlimbering near a barn. We are opposite the en-
trance of the White Qak road....On the corner of it and
the Plank Road stands...an unpretentious wood-colored
hostelry, known as Burgess' Tavern or house. We abt once
join battle with the enemy's batteries posted across the
Run near Burgess! Mill.

As they unlimbered their Parrotts, the Massachusetts cannoneers ob—

- amServed that the fire of “the Confederate guns, which had caught Beckis

®regulars in a crossfire, had slowed. Egan now ordered Beck to the rear

vith his center and left sections, When his men_parked their four Napo-

J~d
12

ons next to Battery K, Beck reported to Hazard that '"he had expended

e

.7

11 of his amrunition except canister.®

-The Confederates at this time brought up a fresh battery, Gregg's

i L S v

uth Carolins Battery. Gregg's cannoneers quickly threv their four

A
&)

& l}iﬁpoleons into battery and dueled with the 10th Massachuselbis' Parrotis.

De Trobriand's brigade of Mott's division had continued to guard Hancock's

AV
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'ft. While his skirmishers sniped at Butler's dismounted trcopers, De
Trotriand's batile line was shelled by the guns of the Washinglonr South
Irolina Artillery, but the configuration of the terrain was such that
. c o, |
isualtles were -slight,
General Mott had stayed with his 2d Brigade, General Plerce's. Early
ln the afternoon, Moti had received instructions from Hancock to detail

two regiments to support Lieutenant Metcalfl!s section. Pierce accordingly

lrdéred out the 5th Michigan and the 93d New York. These two regimeuts

iere posted in the woods east of the cornfield in which Metcalf's regulars
Fnned their two brass Napoleons. Colonel John Pulford, as senior officer,

rmed the two regiments at right angles to the battery, with skirmishers

well forward., Mott within a short time told Pierce ito advance the rest

l‘ the brigadé and position it on the left of Metcalf's guns. Here the
igade remained for one hour; while subjected to a severe shelling,

i Egan by 4 otclock had completed his _disposiﬁons and was prepared
vfave his men forward, .After approving Egan's battle plan, Hancock
dispatched §_ne of his staff (Lieutenant Vay H, Stacey) :to alert General

I-awford that “the II Corps was "about to assail the bridge, for which
reparations were comp'leté." |
i About the same time, General Smyth over on the right of Egen's bat-

e line had.organ‘ized a pabtrol with the mission of ascertainiﬁg Crawford!'s
vherezbouts., Lieutenant Chérles W. Cowtan with six enlisted men was started
Iorr the right of the 10th New York in a southeésterly direction. ' Before

oing very far, Cowban and his people sighted a column of Rebel infantry.
iis force, which proved to bé Heth's comnand, ves moving by the flank

werd the IT Corps! rear. Retracing their stéps, the New Yorkers told

' Sryth what they had se¢n, Smyth lost no time in relaying this news to

b

7]




1 ® @

: I A fighting Irishman, Egen determined to beat the foe to the punch,
he told Smyth to force a crossing .of Ha.tcher Run at the mill dam_. 20

When the blurzc}‘ads moved oub, they were accompenied by Lieutenant

sa Smith's center section of the 10th Massachusetts Battery. Little
difficulty was encountersd by the Federal infeniry in reéching Hatcher

-j_ Ihm, The M,tn Connecticut crossed the run downstream from the bridge

‘ while Swith and his artillerists unlimbered their Pa.rrotts near the ap-

a lyroach to the bridge, and nammered the Confederates posted on the ridge

eyond with shot and shell, Srr'vt‘ﬁ had alerted the 16Lth New York to be

preuared to charge across the brldge when a crashmg volley of musketry
Ifl to the right and rear caused him to hesrcate, 21

Shortly before Egan told Smyth to atback, General Grant had ridden

‘p to Burgess‘ Mill to get a better viéw of the Confederate positions
orth of the run, He was trailed by his own and Meade's staff. The

mounted cavalcade made a conspicuous target for the Rebel batteries,

'nd ﬁ_he group was shelled, Several men were hit by flying fraegments of

-

iron;. one was killed. _ _ . = ' ' -

Several of Grant's aides rode out to recomnoiter. Their reports, ' IR

OWEVer, Were confl:n_ctln . Tt seemed as if no eyes but his own could P

/- determine exactly wna.t Grant wanted to know, Calling to Lieutenant
.7 l}olonel Orville E. Babcock of his sta;.f, Grant galloped down the plank
road to within a few yards of the bmdge, “exposed not only to the enemy's

3 harpshooters, but to the cross- Tire of two Rebel batterles.“ The uele—

-rrafm wires had been cub, and the feet of Grant's horse became entangied._
Babeock wes obliged to dismount and frem them, whilev the o.fficers on the

: lridge looked on in Msuspense and thought how many campaigns aepeﬁdef* on

- the 1ife that now was e_nd.anger_ed," But the general and his aide rode on,
- | | é-
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fill Grgnt could ﬂclearly discern the Rsbel liné, the conditibn of the
country, the course of the stream, and.the nature of the banks.®

CGrant saw that Dearing's dismounted cavalyry was in force north of
Hatcher Hun, with stfong defenses protecting their froni. ‘The Hebels?
entrenched line extended far béyond the afea, where it had been preéumed

to veer to the nofth; When the Army of tﬁe Pobomsc hed marchad wesbtward,
units of Lee's Army of Northern Virginia had shifted to the right to counter

this movement. Grant now concluded that the Confederates! redeployment

rade Meade's revised plan Fimpracticable.®. While the Southerners! fortified

“ line north of Hatcher Run might be stormed, it could only be done so at

great risk. The advantage gained, in Grant's opinion, 'would not compensate,
while, in ithe event of repulse, disaster might be grave," stretched oul as
the army was, with its flanks six miles apart, and Hatcher Run dividin

B _ D P .

Warren's corps.

Any serious rebuff to Union arms was to be avoided with the presidential

election only ten days avay, and the Democrats certain to exaggerate_every‘

mishap; Politics for the moment were all important, it would therefore be
unwise to take any great.risk. ' o -

‘When Grantrreturnéd from the bridge, he had called to Genefal Meade.
After a brief confereﬁce, Meade gavelverbal orders for Hancock to hold

his positi§n till morning, when he was to retife by the same road ovef
¥hich his column had advanced., The two ranking generals and their staffs
than started for Armstrong's.ﬁill, 22 -

‘The volley that causeﬁ Smyth.fo pause had originated in the pines

ront of Pierce's brigade., General Mott, a short time before, had .

-
3
]

teken cognizance of the shouts and shots in the woods east of the corn-

f-officer wes told to investigete. He soon rebturned with

as
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lews from General Pierce that the skirmishers were shooting at stragglers

falling back before Crawford's advance.

I. The firing gol louder, S0 Mott instructed Pierce to reinforce his
dered cut the 1st U, 3. Sharpshooters. When the

: _licket line. Pierce or
Colonel Pulford used them to pro-

egulars reported to him in the pines,

I.ong the right of his skirmish line, Hardly had the sherpshoocters filed

into position, before the fighting flered to 2 point where Pierce sent

Ifon«rai'd another regiment, the 105th Pennsylvenia, with instructions %o

¢ i:olster the 5th Michigan.

Heth's Confederate scouts,as they beal their way through the.woods,

lran afoul of Pierce'!s skirmish line, While runners raced to tell Heth

what they had seen, the Confederate and Union skirmishers banged avay.

lMahone, whom Heth had placed in tactical command, ordered his three

Ibrigades to attack.
_ Meanwhile, Pierce éhouted to his regiments lying in line in the

Icornflela, "Charge front and face the woods!® Before this could be

done, the greyclad battle line cburged Pierce's skirmishers with vigor.

lA crashing volley aellve“ed by the blueclads caused the Confederates to

Ctheir front to recm_l a few steps., Mahone's battle line, however, over-

-'laooed the —.r:Lght of Pierce's plcket 1ine for a considerable distance;

ILacRae‘s North Cerolinians quickly enveloped the 934 New Yor;c. -

At the same time, & nard-hitting Confederate detacbment from Weisliger's

I brigade struck the right angle,where the 5th Michigan and the 1st U, S,

Sharpshooters connected, Breaking througn, the V:Lrg,,,_nlans fanned out to

I the left and right. sergeant Alonzo W codruff and Corporal Jonn k. Howard

I of the jet Sharpshoobers Were posted to the tLeft of where the buiternuts

the gapping hole in Piercats skirmish line. As the Virzinians
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pressed Fforward, the two Yanks discharged their pieces. Unable to reload,

Hovard threw down his piece and tackled a big Reb, twho seemed to be lead-

ing that part of their line.® Overpowered by the Virginian, Howard fell

wounded in both legs. Sergeant Woodruff rushed to his comrade's aid.

Clupbing his rifle-rmskel, Woodruff in a desperate hend-to-hand encounter

fended off the Confederates long enough to enable Hoverd and him to es-

Following the Confederate breakthrough to their left, the men of the

1st U. S. Sharpshcoters pulled back and re-formed., Ungble to hold their

n retreated to the edge of the woods, where it

2y

ground, the reginent the

took cover behind a rail fence.

General Pierce, seeing thalt the Rebels had .rolled back the 1st U.

S. Sharpshooters, bellowed for the 141st Pennsylvania tto charge the left

of the enemy's line." As the 1L1st crossed the cornfield and approached

the pines, the st U, 5, Sharpshooters could be seen falling back in con-

fusion hounded by ngreat messes™ of Confederates, Lieutenant Colonel

Casper W. Tyler ordered-his Pennsylvanians to fire. The_regimentﬂwas-

excited and difficult to control. Most of the men panicked. Tyler.

succeeded in holding the two or three companies nearest him at the point

of the woods. Although exposed to & mirderous fire, the Permsylvanians

texchanged fifteen or twenty rounds vith the enemy,? before they were

compelled to give wWay. Tyler and his men retreated and took cover be-

hind the rail fence, where the officers of the 1st U. S. Sharpshooters
25

hed vrallied and re-formed their men.

The battle-~hardened Confederates by now had all but encircled the

troops holding the left and cenber of Pierce's skirmish line. With Rebels

t, and left, it becane nroot hog or die," Facing thelr
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§ IfOObSOldleI‘S to the rear, the offlcers in charge oi‘ the Sth Michigan, the

; 93d New York, and the 105th Pennsylvania sought to flght thelr way out

z_'lof the woods,before the jaws of the trap snapped " Myeady, large nume

i lbers of Johnnies_h_ad infiltrated the ground over which they had to pess.

On the -left the 93d New York lost heavily, 41 men being captured by

§ Ilwmae s North Carolinians. Of these, 12 subsequently escaped, after

having been StI‘leed of their arms,. accouurements, kna psec‘zcs., and pocket-

Iboo:{s. The 105th Pennsylvania saw its two ranklng officers slain, and

Ithe colors and many enlisted men captured. Colonel Pulford's 5th Michi~
.gan WAS de01mated before it emerged from.the woods. Retreating across

i the cornfield, the three regiments were flnally halted along the plamc

; road. %

: I " The three regiments (the 1st Messachusetts Heavy Artillery, and the

: la.te battle lines surged out of the plnes.' Unnerved by the sight of their

57th and 87th Pennsylvania).whicha 2long with the 1.’.;.15”'6 Pennsylvania,had

constltu’c.eci Pierce's reserve. were wheeling to the right as the Confeder-

fileeing conrades R these three regiments were in no condition to withstand

. Ian assault by MacRae's and Welsiger's veterans, Very little powder was

l’ﬂhey were rallied on their colors,

‘burned, before the former heavy artillerists’and the Pennsylvanlans took

to their heels. The troops retired in disorder to the plank road, where
27

Lleutenant Metcalf‘s brass Napol eons, upon the rout of P:Lerce s bri-

I gade, were 1eft to face the Confederates' onset, Metecalf and his gurmers

I North Carolinians were upon them, As they drove forward, Confederate

of Batteries C and I, 5th U. S. Artillery had time to fire only a hali-

dozen rounds of canister from their two pieces, before MacRae's grim

sharpshooters of Company A, LLth North Ca*ol:ma blazed away at the tezms,

(82N
A%}




1 | o N ®
l(illin.o or vounding all the horses. I‘-Ietcalf was cut down badly wounded
and captured, along with his I‘ianoleons, Flushed with success, the but-
ltemm.s rushed on toward the plank rosd, As soon as they had crosséd
he road, Mahone wheeled MacRae's brigade to the left, The sight that
met the Rebels" gazé was & pleasant one, for it promised = ricﬁ harvest. 28

. The clearin forr_ d by the angle betwszen the plenk and Dabney's
g 5 _ p Y

Mill roads was Jammed with the shattered remnants of Plerce's brigade,

lamoulf,nces 5 led horses , and artillery. Moreover, if the Confederates e

ould hold their 'grip on the plank road, it would be th_e: end‘ for the.
[I Corpé" Second and Third Divisions , caught as they were. between Heth's
Ind Hampton's converging-coluﬁns.
‘ _ General Hencock kept his head, He and his genexals moved pfompt 1y
'o establish a new line of resistance, designed to kesp the Confecxerates
rom gaining additlonal ground in the direction of the plank road; while

a column was organized to assail Heth's right and rear. While helping

liercé re-form his shattered brigade, General Mott'suddenly_ realized

that if unchecked the Confederates would establish a roadblock on the

load to Dabney s Mill, Major John Willian of Mott'!s staff gelloped off

th orders for De Trobriand to redeploy his brigade, De Trobriand ef-
-:cted a ch'ange of front to the rear by countermarching six of his re-
liments. In accordance with instructions from Mott, he posted his bri-
gade along the road over: which it had marched onto the field several hours
lefore, The 1ét Maine Heavy Artillery was stationed along the plarnk road,

29

ie Trobriand cautioned his men that they must hold their ground at all
i

Uror the collapse of Pierce's command, Jieutenant John W. Roder of

64

ot

i Battery K, Lin u. S, Lignht Artillery wes directed to put his four 12~
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Ipour‘aer haroleons into battery on the right of the plank road, near
Bevill!s house, F_xtrlcstlng itself from the mass of ambulances, wagons,
lar_d_led horses, Roder's regulars put their brass guns into battery and
opened with shot and shell on Mahone's batile lines at a range of 550
lyaxﬂs. Lisutenant Beck_',l having secured émxm’nition from quer,‘-- placed

'lhis four Nepoleons in position on the left of the plank road, and Mopened

- fire upon the ,po_i_.nt of woods, where the enemy broke throu.gh and c’é.ptured‘!
lMetcalf 's gans

The azssault on Hancock's right caused Ceneral Gregg to dismount all

.
I,

lavailable regiments of Kers-fin's and Smith's brigades. rDwo of Smith's re-

1

Ignrpeqts (the 1st Maine and the 6th Ohio) moved up sraruly to take posi-
tion on De Trobriend's right, while Kerwin's came handsomely lnto position .
lon the 1st Brigade's other Tlsak, ~ . o
'Jusﬁ &g Welsiger's 'brigade haq started forward, Sergeant Sale and his _'

li‘ellow flankers of the 12th Virginia sighted a Union officer riding towaxrd

nem, The newcomer, who proved to be Lieutenant Colonel George Harriey of

the 147th New York, in the dense undergrowth had _mistaken _the Rebels for
'1is‘own men, When called on to surrender, Colonel Harney had only one
course open to him, as a ‘dozen rifle-muskets were pointed toward him.

lT at nlgh after the fight, Sergeant Sale wrote in his diary:

He / Celomel Harney_/ vas hurrying up his regiment to deploy
them as skirmishers, when he was captured. I got a very fine
haversack, sword belt, & revolver from him, He had on a fine
hat & gold watch but I could not muster mesnness.sufficient to
rob him of these. I knew that if I were captured eVGx:y rthing
T hzd yould have been taken from me, but I have nol yet become
mean enough to take private property from them, 31

Hancock, as was his custom, rushed to the point of danger. #As scon

s De Trobriznd's infantry and Gregg's dismounted troopers were ready,

Hencock planred to lead a counteratiack, Just as De Trobriand and Cregg

&7
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E lwere reporting their units formed, confusion seemed to grip the Confeder-
ates, Some of the butternuts faced about énd began shooting toward their
| Ir

l At the first sound of the Confederate onslaugnt sgainst Pierce, Han-
| cock had dispatched his senior aide-de-cemp, Major Williem G. Mitchell,
. lto General BEgan with instructions for him to abandon the attack aimed

alt securing the helghus beyond Hatcher Run. Egan was to face about and

32

Iassall with his entire line, the Rebel column that was driving Pierce,

Egan had surmised that the Rebels were up Lo no good, when his right
and rear were fired on, brders were issued for General Smyth to lalt his
loattle line and to recall the 14th Comnecticut, which had already crossed
the run. .Colonel McAllister was instructed to.countermexch his brigade
land attack the Confedere_'.tés that were rolling over Pierce's bluecoats.
i ihen he galloped up, Major ﬁj_tcheil thus found that Egan hed anticipated
lnis superior. |
" I Mitchell asked Fugg to charge with his brigade the Rebels that had
gained the plank road to Egan's rear. Rugg refused. He'_baséd his :;'efusal
Ion three po:'mts.’ (A) He had recently received orders from Egan to Eold
I:is posit.ion at all .hazérds.- (B) Butler's dismounted cavalry wasr threa~
ening his; left and front - (C) "The enemy on £he road was not in force,
l?ut / only_] a dlsorgcﬂm_zed body...." Rugg, Eeiieving that a good-sized
reg:l_menu (charglrlg down the réad in llpe 3 woula be as effective as the
hole brigade, told Mitchell. to teke the 36th wisconﬂn. |
- . The major-iherefore placed himself q’s the head _df the Wisconsin
lmit and moved out. | | |
l | I;?acpﬁe’é North Carolinians had occupied a ridge and were pi-eoccupied

+ ghorming MoiLl's reorganl iged main line of xemst e

o
ot




overing the Dabney's Mill road, conseqguently, they were oblivious to the

» N R

nproach of McAllister's bluecoats and the 36th Wisconsin until if was

co late, Egan's legions burst upon MacRae's right and rear like a boll

ut of the blue. 33

Since there were a large number of recruits in his brigade and time
l'as precious, McAllister deemed it best te have his batile line taboul-—
face and move on the enemy with my rear rank in front." Two regiments

the 5th and 7th New Jersey) would remain where they were as a support

ederates,

_ lo Smyth's battle line, when ithe brigéde; zdvanced to disledge the Con-
: l McAllister's battle line advanced to the "slope of the hill and
|

halted a fé_w momerts .M To their front, Mchllister and his men counld ses

IacRae's North Ca.roliniaﬁs pressing back Pierce's shattered command .
cAlligtef shouted to. Colonel John Schoonover, whose 11th New Jersey was
in the right, to move against the bulternuts who had blocked the plank
'Ioad., With the rest of his brigade. (the 120th New York, ‘the 8th New |
B Jersey, the 11th Massachﬁs_etts, and a battalion of the 11th New Jersey), -
-chllis_ter marched down the slopé. The cheering blueccats surged across

'u_lleys , breaking down tfw_e thick "hazel-brush" which bounded them. ‘Reach-

ng the high ground beyond, Mcillister called a halt and re-formed his com-

Machae and several of his ranking officers by this time had sighted

cillistor's batile line. The historien of the Lith North Cerolins re-

The Federzl commancer é H&.ncockﬁ_/, seelng that MacRae was
nok supported, c¢lcsed in upon his flanks and attacked with greab
vigor. Undismayed by the large force which surrcunded him, and
unwilling to surrender the prize of victory already within his
crzer. MacRee formed a portion of his brigade obliguely Lo his
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main line of battle, driving back the foe at every poiri.
whilst the deafening shouts and obstinate fighting of his
brigazde showed their entire confidence in their commance?,
although every man of them knew their situation o be
critical, and their loss had already been great., Awalting
reinforcements, which long since ought to have been wiuh
him, he held his vantage gained at all hegards, and ag:l
enormous odds, No help came whilst his men tolled, blym-
and died.

st

Whesling part of his. br)i-g'éde to the right, MacRae prepswed to cope

) I«iii‘n. Mcillister's threat to his flerk and rear. MeAllister's dluecozts

‘ rent several well-aimed Volleyé rcrashing.iﬂto the oncoming North Caro-
linians, Men were cut down in large numbers, and MacKae's b;;:ternu?s

lo McAllister's front retired into the pines.

"McAllister bellowed, "Forward!® As the bluecoats charged, it appeared

Ir,hat»the North Carolinians were attempting to get a battery into position.
Actually, the Southerners were seeking to limber up Metcall's two Naool&

The 120th New York on McAllister's left tried to reach the s but it wes

leaten back by the 44th North Carolina. Heth now committed nis reserve brli-
i ade, Harris and his Mississippians advanced out of the weods and rushed i
a

cRae's asslstance. For a brief -period, McAllister's brigade was all but

- : ' 3
‘situation all would have been lost," Colonel McAllister recalled.

l'. s the situation was beginning to look very bleak for Medlllster,

fajor Mitchell at the head of the 36th Wisconsin charged déwn the plank

oad, Striking Harris' flank, the soldiers from Wisconsin swopt toa

I nectacular success. The Rebel roadblock was smeshed, and 100 greycl"as

35

grounded thelr arms.. A stsnd of colors was captured.

The onset by the 36th Wisconsin took the pressure off ;\;pj\l]_:i_st'er.

»d into

I\'ost of the Ngrth Garolinians -and MlSSlSSlez,ans having retire

I .70

l? gulfed with Rebels on all sides. "Had our line broken while in this Cl“itfi:‘:"
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_‘1 l;he pines east of the plank road, General Egan sent word for McAllister
to change his front to the left and re-establish contact with Mott. As
IicAllister redeployed his ba.%;tle line, it came unc-'{.er a galling small-arms
':we. o

t' ’ At the time that FEgan redeployed his command to cope'w".ith Heth's as-
iéult, one of his staff-officers notified Lieutenant Smith to withdraw
his. two 10-pounder_,Parro_ﬁts, retire to Burgess! Tavern, and rejoin his
I)a'ttery'--—the 10th Massachuseits. Being without ammunition, Smith's guns

: teod bj the barn unserviceable, Scarcely had Smith reported to his
Iuperior, Lieutenant Granger, before he was knocked from his horse, shot

I;hrough the bowels—-a mortél wound., Lisutenant Granger now had his gun;
ners point the pieces of his lefit and right sections, to the soubtheast

lnd hammer the woods into which the Rebel infaniry had retired. Not

iavhg brought up the _battefy‘s caissons, the supply of ammunition in

the limbers was soon exhausted. After the charge of the 36th Wisconsin

I1ad reopened communications along the plank road, the 10th Massachusetts
37

Battery retired down the rozd and was massed near Bevill's.

I Witnessing the charge of the 36th VWisconsin, General Hancock called

or Mott to counterattacfc ~De Trobrlapd placed himself at the head of
(‘ﬂe LOth New York, the 20th Indiana, the 9%th, and part of the 110th

: 'ermsylvapla and prepared to carry out this asslgrment Cheering Mustily,"

‘ De Trobriand énd his men went forward, driving the Confederates before them

- I-.’ithj_n o short time, they had mopped up the fle}.d to their front. |

ﬁajor‘ Mitchell, after leading the 36th Wisconsin into battle, contacted

l.‘ns officers commending the 1si Maine Heavy Artillery and a battalion of

Ine 110th Pernsylvanie. Mitchell told them to follow him. Rushing out

‘nfield, the two regiments rolled back the Confederates, who

oL At
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.were already reellng,because of Mchllister's and De Trobriand's slashing
assaults. Within & few minutes, Metcalf's Napoleons had been retaken.
ot less than 150 éebeis.alonc with the eolors of the ééth North Caroe.
lina Infantry of MacRae's brlgade, fell 1nto the onrushing Federals'.
hands‘ Fifty of the greyclads were disarmed by the 1si Maine in and
around Burgess' barn, while the rest were surrounded by the 110th Penn-
sylvenia in a cluster of pines,

Soldiers from the 5th Michigan, the Tsl ¥assachusetts Heavy Artil-
lery, and the S?th Pennsylvania had accompenied the ist Maine Heavy
Artilléry'and the 110th Pennsylvania., After the guns had been recaptured,

33

.lVOlunteers secured ropes and drew off the two Napoleons.

The two regiments led :mto hattle by Major Mltt:nell now took p051t1 on

"Ion the left of McAllister and on the right of the regiments that had fol-
lowed De Tfobriand. | |

| The advance of De lrobrlana‘s troops having checked the Coni‘ederates, '
lthe fire of Roder’s and Beck's eight guns emplaced near Bev:Lll's house,

remforced by the :mfantry s musketry, compelled the butternuts to retire

l into the pines. Union skirmishers followed the J ohnnies into the edge of
the woods. Be.cause the infantry battle line; was posted only a few yards
in front';)f the guns, the use of ca_nister was precluded. Following the
Ilepulse of Heth's 1manury, Tieutenant Beck advanced his four Napoleons

and placcd them in pattery at the junction of the Dabney's Mill and Dlaqk

Iroads.' Tn accordance with Kajor Hazard'!s imstructions, Beck unlmoered

3

his guns and shel_led the point of the woods, 800 yards to his right and

. o . 39
lfro_nt. The battery held this position till-8 p.m,
' I Meanwhile, Deering's dismounted Rebel troopers had taken advantage

of the reczll of Mc ,u_hs‘,er“ brigade to threaten Smyth's front, Leap-

1




i
l ing over the breastworks, they came down off th.e ridge toward Hatcher
Run, only _to be checked by well-aimed volieys filred.by the 8th New York
I Heavy Artillery and the 18Lth ¥New York. Recailing the 10th New York,
which was deployed as skirmishers to his front, Smyth hzd Colonel Hopper
Ipdst his men in liﬁe of battle near the edge of the pines, so they éould

T 40
watch the brigade's right and rear.

——t

Egan, fol]_owin_g.Deal_"ing‘s repulse, contacted Colonel Rugg. The com-—
Imander of ;’che 1st Bi’igade wés told to Sé*ld his trcops across the plank
road and take position to the right &nd rear of MeAllister's battle line,
IBefore shifting his brigade across the plank road, Rugg ae‘tached the Ist
Minanesota and the 7th Michigan. These two units continued to hold their .
ground in the wocdé west of the plank road, ol
I The Confedérafe leaders (Heth and Hampton) had failed to coordinate
their mo‘irements Heth'!s infantry column, which had opensd the atiack, had
llost the initiative before Hampton's dismounted cavalry assailed the Union
left. Butler's battle line, deployed to the right and left of White Qak
_I‘oad, now drove in from the west, while Rooney Lee's division advanced
.lup the plank road from the southwest. h2
Barlier in the afternoon, Hampton had lost a valuable subordinate,
ICapua.ln James F, Hart of the Wasn.lno"ton South Carolina Artlllery. While
engaged in the duel w:l.tn Beck's regulars, Captain Hart was struck in the
leg by fragme’lts i‘rom an exploding. sbeﬂl and had to have.-the limb ampu-

Y Itatea.

Vhen Hampton gave the word, General Butler seut orders for his bsft

lllna to take up the advance., Supported by the fire of the Washinglon

Artillery's guns, Young's brigade on the left and Alken's on the right

AT, e A wfeen w0

bounded over their barricades and drove against the picket line defended

l | 73
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ly four of De Trobriand's revments-uthe 73d, 86th and 124th I\lew York,
and the 24 U. S ‘Sharpshooters. The bluecoats were posted at the tedge '
lf 2 dense pine wood," an open field to their front. A&s Butler's dis-
ounted troopers debouched froﬁ the pines on the opposite side of the
iie]__d, the Yankees banged away, The Confederates came on v:ith great
Ietéminétion, Dismayed by their failure to check Butler's horse-
soldiers, whom they mistook for infantry, some of the bluecoats fled.
luch of the picket line was throéwn into cor‘lfusion, and only "the exer-
ions of officers and steadiness" of the veter.'ans‘kept it from entirely
iisintégrating. | | |
I Eebel losses were high as they soughf to smas'h. packets of ﬁnion _ ? ;

resistance and reach the plank road, Lisutenant Colonel Roberi J.

leffords was killed at the head of his regiment, the 5th South Caro-
ina Cavalry.

As Aiken's brigade swept forward ‘to connect its right with Rooney

lae’s left, General Butler missed two of his aides (Major T, G. Barker

and Captain Nat Butler), and glancing to his right, he spotted them

lld. Lieutenant William Preston Hempton "riding in the midst of the line

advancing men, v;raving ‘their hats and cheering them on. They were
irhaps a hﬁndr'ed yards to his right and the heavy firing prevented
.Ieir hearing him," GCeneral Butler finally succeeded in getting their
atiention, - Nat Butler wheeled his horse about, while .Pr_eston ﬁampton
I*e—par-ed to return to hié féther's command post..
As young Eampton galloped off in one direction and Nat in the
!hé—r , he called, “Hurrah, Nat," and momenis later a miniefball struck

l“l in the groin, inflicting a mortal wound. Within a few minutes,-
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When General Hémpton “saW'His dying son iying on the ground he dis-
mounted and kisséd the brave boy, wiped a tear from his eyes, remouﬁted
and went on giving orders as though nothing had, happéned.“

General Butler now trotted.up and asked General Hamp:o o’ "Who; has
been wounded?!

Poor P“eston," the father reblied, thas been mortally wounded.!

General Butler callea for a one—horse wagon, so that the rerains
might be removed, Meantime, tne Federals, observing the crowd conceﬁ—
trated a galling fire on the group. One shot struck Preston‘s brouher,
Wade, in the spine, badly injuring him." b

Fortunaﬁelv fér the II Corps, Butler's attack came aﬁter Heth's
footsoldlers had spent their strsnguh Mott, observing that the firing
to his left had increased and was gebiing louder, instructed De Troorlana
to recall the regiments of the 1st Brigade that had Jusv beaben back the
Rebei infantry.~uDetaching a line of skirmishers to hold the ground gained,
De Tfobriand marched his troops back to the stitioﬁ along the plank road.
prev1ously held, _ | | |

" Between White Oak road and Hatcher Run, General Young's dlsmounted

cavelry fougnt Rugg's sklrmlshers, reinforced by the 69th Pennsylvanla.

Dearing, bo assist his comrades to the right and left, again urged his
brigade forvard, Infiltrating the undertrush north of Hatcher Run,

Dearing's men again opened on Smyth's battle line, posted on the ridge

south of the stream. A helf-hearted thrust was made at this time by

Harris! Mississippians and ¥acRae'!s North Carolinians against the sector

defended by Mcillister's troops. Egen's division during this phase of

the engag eﬂt formed a crude square--RugL's sxﬂrmlsbers, reinforced by

tre £9th Pennsyivania, in the pines wesl of Burgess! Tevern; Smyth's balbile
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" colers of the 47th North Carolina Infantry of MacRae's brigade.

into the pines beyond,

line on the ridge south of Hatcher Run and in the woods east of the plani
roadi_ Rugg's line of battle on Smyth's right, partially extended behind
VcAl11qL°r, whose right crossed the Bovdton Plank Road. ko |

gan‘s soldlers held firm on all fronts. At 5:30 Egan's division
withstood ahother assault, 'Since this attack was feeble, Egan and hls

officers believed that the Rebels were almost reedy to call it a day.

¥opping up in front of their position, Rugg's skirmishers disarmed a

. Confederate maJQr, several llne officers, and L0 enlisted men. Sergeant

Daniel Murphy of the 19th Yassschusebts gob himself a real prize-~the
L6

With the redeployment of De Trobriand’s brigade along the plank

road, much of the steam went out of Butler's attack on the units manning

Mottls picket line. This enebled officers of fhe 73d, 86th and 124th New

York, and the 24 U. 3. Sharpshooters to rally their men. Disheartened

to see that the Yanks were marshaling troops to relnforce their skirmish

+ line, Butlerts horsesoldiers retired across the f1e1u° and dlsappeefed

L7

Rooney Lee's division now struck. Advencing up the.Bojdton Plank
Road from Wilson's, Lee's troopérs encountered the 21st Pennsylvgnia
southwést of Rainey's. To dislodge the Yanks, Lee wes compeiled to‘dis—
mouﬁt and deploy his givision--Colonel Richard L. T. Beale's brigade to

the right and Brigadier Genera 1 Fafus Bavxlnaer s to-the left, The can—

noneers of MeGregor's Virginia Battery unlinbered thelr four 3-inch rifles

[Selaaid

on the road. General Cregg heard the c¢lash of arms as the 2Tst Pennsylvania

fought a stout delaying actiori. Wheeling his horse about, Gregg galloped

dovm the plark road. Gregg, upon reaching the point of denger, found the

Pensylvanians resisting lee's onseb. The 6th Ohio Cavalry at this time
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filed into position alongside the 2ist Pennsylvania. FEven so, Gregg could

see that his men were badly outnumbered, Aldes raced off with word for

“the brlsado commanders to rush to Gregg all their aveilable MAnUOWer.,

The 1st Maine came down the road on therrun. Colonel Smith formed
the Mainemen on the right of the 21st, the'Pgnnsylvanians having closed
to the left, while the 6th Ohio wes posted on bhe Tight of the st Maine,
W th the arrival of these units, Rooney Lee's progress was slowed, Never-
theless, the butternuts continued to gain grognd, foot by foot.  4 section
of gﬁns manned-by'Batﬁery I, 1st U. S, Light Artillery:was called up,
Grégg dispatched a member of his staff‘witﬁ an'urgent reqguest that

Hancock support him with all mounted regiments ,he; could spafe;ﬁ:Handock

sent the 2d, 4th, and iBth Pennsylvania, These units came.up Usuccessively.

as fast as their legs could carry them," and entered the fignht. Hancock
would have liked to have reinforced Cregg with 1nfantry, but thls.he_could
not do, because nhe expected-the Rebel 1n¢antry'at any minute to renew
its atbacks. "0 T | |
At tHe_timevof Rooney Lee's attack on Gregg's cavalry, Hazard, as a
precautiénary measure, told Lieutenant Granger to.throw his 10—pdunder
Parrotts 1nto battery west bf the plank road and facing the p01nt of dan-
ger. Here Grarger was cut down by a. fragment from.an exnlodlnc shell,
The battery had lost all 1%5 officers in the day's fighting, so Major
Hazard told Lleutenant E., S Smﬂth of Pattery K, &th U. 5. Light Artil-
le“y to take chargﬂ of the 10th Massachusebts Battery. k9

The situation at this time wes fluid, Although the assaults by

Hath's infantry and Butler's and Dearing's dismounted cavalry on the

II Corpst front,right,and center had been repulsed, Rebel artlllery el

»
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Placed norbh of Hatcher Run and on
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n who wore the clover-leaf. :At the s ame time, rifled projectiles from
McGregor'.s battery péssed éver Gregg's line and burst ameong the IIlCorps'
lzfantr;f. Renewed efforts were made a2t this hour to esiablish contaét
with Crawford's troops, but they were unsucces.sful.

AL 4:50 Genersal H@ncoczc haq told Major Bingham to communicate with
Lrerals Verren and Crawford, He was to inform the V Corps leaders that
the Rebels had assailed the IT Corps'! right; that the attack had been re-
llsed; that Hancock was in need of reinforcements; that the V Corps should

. advence and connect its left with Hancock's right.

| Bin’gﬁam sought to reach C.rawford'sﬁ command post al Crow's .house by
llowing the cart foad he hed traveled earlier in the day. Bei‘_bre going

very far, however, the major ran inté a Confederate roadblock, Wheeling

ls horse abdut, Bingham, M"as expeditiously as possible struck the road
adlng to Dabney's Mill.® Upon reaching the mill, the major was directed,

i one of the cavalrymen posted there, :Lnto the road leadlng to the left

|e trooper told B:Lngham that _Crawford's division had tramped out that

- road. | | |

l After riding what he believed to be several miles, Bingham encoun;

tered Confedeérates, who, ’bringing their Iifie—muskéts to their shoulders,

illed on h1m to surrender. Binghem, seeing that flight was hopeless,
nded over his side-—a.rms to a Nerth Carclina colonel., In ad\ditiozi to

Bingham, ‘the North Carolinians had captured three ambulznces, a score

I' 'horses-, and 20 scldiers of the II Corps, 20

Because of the dense woods and a strong w:md blow 1ng from southeast
northwest, the roar of battle aleng the Boydton Plank Road was not

dicle at Warren's headquarters'.

Anout 5 20 Hen cock received a message drafted by Chief of Siaff

-]
o
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.mphreys , 65 minutes 'éarlier.‘ Unfolding t'he paper, Han.cock learned_ that
ion signal officers had observed Confederate troops en routs down the
l_ank road. Though it was feared by the pecple at army hesdguariers that
'e foe was massing against Halncock, the orders for the II C.orps to with-
draw on the following morning remained unchanged., Crewford's division
ls to be recalled abt the some time. .As the road linking Hancock's and

iade's command posbs was "infested by small part:n.es" of Rebel cavalry,
51

W.ncock was to see that it was "heavz_ly patrolied. ™

I Meade, was seen ang‘ly unaware of what had transpired on the plank

roed since he had left the field, and Hancock explained to Captaln

lidison G. Mason (the staff-officer who had carried Humphreys' dis-

itch) the situation confronting the II Corps. It was starting to

t dark by the time Mason started on his return ride to army head-

lxa rters.

| Soon after the captain's departure, Hancdck received a discourag-
' lﬁg report from Chief of Artillery Hazard, When the corps had taken
the field that morning, the wagons with the reserve ammunition, in .com-

iiance with orders, had been left at Perkins'. Of the three batteries

l\at had accompanied the column, only one, the 10th Massachuselts, had’

. many projectiles left. At the same time, the Massachusetts battery had

.l>st all its officers, and Lieutenent Smith reported that he had but

three men left per gan.

The corps had been marching and fighting throughout the day, and

ls Ma consegquence was in considerable dlsorder. A heavy rain wWas now

falling, and the narrow cart rea

e rest of the Army of the Potomac. ) was not only.threatened by the

io,, bt was being turned into a ribbon of mud by the precipitation.

d to Dzbney's Mill (the only dlrect dink with




H;cock seriously questioned whether the reserve :ammunition (which was

13 miles in the rear) could be brought up and issued in time for a fight

.. o 52
.1zltne morning,

Two staff-officers were detailed by Hancock to convey this informa-.

tjll to Meade.

About 6:30 a courler reached Hancock's command post with two mes-

sages signed by General Humphreys. Studying these documents, which had

belx drafted 75 minutes before, Hancock learned that General Ayres! V

it

If Hancock could attack successfully in the morning with the addition of
Ayls‘ and Cra,wford's.divisions, it was Meade'!s desire that he do so.

If not, Hancock was authorlzed to w_Lthdraw his troops under the cover
of lafkness. 53- _ -

It is apparent that these instructions only édded to Hancock's em—
barrassment , because they made him reluctant rto abandon his position.
nlis s‘houldefs‘héd been thrown the responsibility for delermining
mether reinforcements could be gather.ed, and thfe needed ammunition for
iflcorps brought up and issued in time for baitle at daylight, Yet
hediile were subjects which were in no way under his control, Certainly,
i nd greater energy were shown in getling up ammuaition and reiﬁforc‘e—
ner.s during the night, the:n: hzd been displayed in pushing Crawford for-

srd during the day, Hancock had reasen to shake his head,

vidings for his superior. His cavalry, Gregg reported, %a considerable

Cor‘is division hed been ordered to his support. But because of the hour,
ould be impossible for the reinforecing column to get beyond Armstrong's

Mijg before dark, Upon reaching the mill, Ayres was to report to Hencock.,

General Gregg, having checked Rooney lee's advance up the plank road,

joig:d Hancock at this time, It was now dark, and CGregg had further evil




roportion being armed wi%:h repeating rifles, had almost wholly exhausted

heir ammuniticrn,' Owing to the commingling of his regiments in the woods,

ogether wilh izs réin and extreme darkness, "Gregg did not think it pra;:—
5l

icable to get emmunition up and issued to the men during the night.".

Eeluctani =3 he was to abandon the field, his conversation with Yan

N e Nl e

fficer so reliznle and trustworthy as General Gregg," determined Hancock

"o order a wiiidrawal rather then risk disaster by awziting an attack in

55 -

lhe morning oriy partly prepared.” o i
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THE BATTLE OF THE BOYDTON FLANK ROAD, OCTCBER 27-28, 186k
- Chapter V |

Meade Cuts His Commiltments and Pulls Back

Not long after he had arrived at his decision to.pull back, Hencock

't 8:35 p.m,, Ccteber 27, received another communiceticn from General

£

Huaphreys. The staff-officers deteiled by Hancock to explain the situa-

i_on;to Meade and his people had reached ermy headguarters arcund 6:15.

Leace, after listening to what they had to say, dictated a message to

ancock,couched in a similar vein to Chief of Staff Humphreys! 5:.15

ispaiches, If he should retire during the night, Hanccck was to

eave some force at Dabney's Mill to 2id in withdrawing Crawford.,®
Hancock at- 9 o'clock notified Humphreys that orders had been issued

or his corps "io return to the vicinity of the Gurley house." Egan with

- .

is division was to hold Dabney!'s Mill and to cormunicate with General

rawford.

At 10:30 Humphreys replied, lnotifying Hahcqcic that Msade w_\rished the
II C'orp.s to halt as soon as it had recrossed Hatcher Bun and had: replenished
Sts amunition, Additior:al. orders would be awaiting Hancock at tk'laﬁ |
!oin"t. Genleral Warren was to "attend to drawing_in Genera_l Crawford.,
'nd. will see that General Egan is notified when he cen withdraw,!
Hancock had scheduled. the retredt to coxﬁmerice ;t 10 p.m.; to provide
lfi‘icj_ent .time' ‘to permit the staff-officers 'sgnt to army headquarters
. réjoin the corps, Meanvhile, steps were taken to insure that the
|

thdrawel would be orderly, All availsble ambulances were loaded with

I:ur;ded, 155 being removed, As the narrow Debney's Mill road was pass--

able in only one directlon at 2 time, and the redical officers reported

1 .
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‘ l works were erected,

| e ®
lit would be impossible to bring up additio_nal ambulances and move Lroops
to t‘nelrezl:_r &b the same time, Hancock would be compelled to leave behind
la number of his wounded (zbout 250), So far as practicable, these men
were.collected and pleced in Rainey‘é house and barns., Thrse competent
surgeons and 2 number of hospital s‘tewarfis were deteiled te stay with
l tnc.q. |
Prior to the receipt of orders that tne field was to Te abandoned,
l(}ezﬂera1 Mott, believing that the fight would be resumed at deybreak, had
Iredeployed his division, = General Pierce had re-formed his brigaée along
the Dabney's Mill road to the }lle— of De Tr.obriand , with pickets {two
'regiments) advanced a considerable d.ist.'ance. The 1st Maine Heavy Artil-
lery w_as'stationed along the plank road on De Trobriand's £, ;‘.‘r'.;";' wﬁth
I ordefs to mainﬁa.in c;,pnta'ct with Egan's division. Four of De Trobriand's
lregimenfs (the 73d, 86th and 12Lth New fork, and the 2d U, S, Sharpshooters)
_ co.ntinu"ed to picket the counfryside west of the plan’z.c road, Slight breast-

A .

About 8 olclock Mott received orders from Hancock "to start the am~

‘ lbulances , pack-mules, and the two batteries" that had exhausted their am—

munition for Globe Tavern. This column would be escorted by the 17th Maine.

The - alv:Lsmn was Lo i‘ollo\h at 10 p.m, While waiting to put his column
l in motlon, Mott was to recall McAllisterts ‘orlrradE. 6
The ambulence train, accompanled by the 10th Massachusstts and Beck's
I bé.tte_ries, rolled as scheduled, Beck's regulars, becau_se.o:? the loss of
‘!L,. horses, had to abandon one caisson, which the lieutenant had his men
Crie of the battery's

cut to pieces, so 2s to be of no service to the foe.

l weps vas also missing, having fallen into the Confedersles! hands,

l ' _ &3



I<cep€:. for the hard-pulling caused by muddy roads, tne train escoruved by

‘ the 17th Maine. encountered little diffieculty in reaching Globe Tavern.

+
(1)

, as the troops crossad

Iqe sun was just breaking through the overcas

iw rallroad
FcLllster whose brigade had been pbsted in support of Rugg's, re-

to insur
Ihortly after dark someone had blundered. At that hour two of the regi-~
of the plank road had "misunderstocd

ients derloyed as skirmisners wesv
and reformed in line

n order to keep a close connection on thelr right,

ln that direction,” De Trobriand, taking into consideration the extreme

darkness, decided it would be not only difficult bui hazardcus to re-

lstablish the picket line in the woods. hs general field officer of the

relocaued his line of outnosts much closer to the IX

iay_, De Trobriand
so it would facu.lltate their recall,

orps! main line-of_ resistance,

Mott put his division, except the men on picket, in motion as-

scheduled. He had sent his provoét-—guards ahead, to clear the road of

Etragglers. Near Dabney's Mill, Moti was overtaken by one of Meade's

ides, who said he had orders from army headguarters for the Third Divi-

ii.on to halt after it had recrossed Hatcher Run,

I By 1 a.m, ‘on Cctober 28 Mott's division had crossed the stream.

doinp- so;-the troops were massed near Vidow Smith's.

Gane‘ral Egan's lelSlOl’l (accompanied by Battery K, 4th U, S, Light

As directed,

i.r tillery) trailed Moti's dlnslon dovm the cart road,
To expedlte the establish-

can halied his soldiers &t Dabney's Mill,

lmmt of contact with Crawford's division, Hancock's escort had reported

to Bgan befors he 1e £t the plank road, ihile en roukte to the mill, the

-
o
t

Iorted to Motht at £:30. While Meott was checking with his brigade commanders

e that there would be no errors, he learned from De Trobi‘iand that

On




: lpd awsit the dawn,before atbempting bto connect with Crawford.

scort disappeared. Since he was unfamiliar with the area, Egan, upon
reaching the mill, halted his division. He would allow his men to rest
10

Gregg's horsesoldiei‘s left the field by way of the Quaker road at
0:30. Davies' brigade, which during the day _(-.ev'e.n vhen Gregg was ‘hardest

ressad ) had been held in reserve abl the ,]mctj.on of the Quaker and

Boydton Plank roads , became the rear guard as the cavelry rode south*,-.ra.ra‘.

' Iiecause of the dest ructlon of the Gravelly Run bridge earlier in the day,

' l - With the mthdrawal of the cavalry, the only Federals remaining on

_ with the exception of three officers and. 24 enlisted men of the 73d New

Gre'*a’s Colwm was slowed, Only the lead brigade, ColoneW Kerwin's, had
ucceeded in recrossing the Rowanty by davbreak The division reached

emms' house aboubt 7:30, on the 28th, without havmg seen any 51gﬂs of

the foe on its return march. t : ' S ' R

the field were ,the.-munded, who had been left_ behind , and the infantrymen -

nning the picket line, In obedience to Hancock's instructions, General

e Trobriand at 1 a.m. recalled his outposts. 411 Third Division pickets,

l[ork, ot the word and reported to the general on the Dlank road., When
De Trobr:l_and nad reorganized his picket line earlier' in the evem_ng, con~

ﬂct haci been Llost mtrl the 7C-men detacnment from the T7th Mlch:.gan and
he 1st Mlnnesota. These men, who were on outpost in the pines nortn of

White Qak road, were left behlna, when De Trobriand called in the S_econd S
l)ivi’sion plckets. De Trumq and, as soon as the DlC:{etS had fallen in,

Upon reporting to Hancock, De Trobriand
12 '

moved out after the main colxum.:'

25 told to rejoin his division, which he did,
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l General Warren at-4:30 p.m. had left Crawford's command post to con-

| sult with Ceneral Meade, whom he presumed to 'be. with Hancock on the plank

Iroe:l As Warren neared the plank road, he encounte rz2 Mejor Willien Riddle
of Meade's staff, who told him that the army commander had returned to
Debney's Mill., Warren accordingly hastened to that point, and he had

Ibeen ot Meade's command pest only & feﬂr minutes, whan word arrived tn
the Rebels had penetrated the gap belween Hancock and Crc..»uord and were

Iassai.ling the II Corps “with great violence." Meade told Warren to rush
Crawford to Hancock's supﬁort. Warren, however, ccunberea 'v;'ith the sug~
gestion that Ayres! division *could more readily be got there," because

Iihere was no direct road leading from Crawford's front to Hancock., HMeade

13

wes agreeable, Orders were drafted for Ayres to merch at once.

l Majof Bingham had been at Crawford's command post about an hour ahead
of Warren, Not long after Warren had ridden off aﬂother'.one of Hancock's

people arrived and told Crawford that the II Corps vas to sborm the bridge

Iat Burgess' Mill and advance beyond it. This would explain the heavy fir-
ing that could be heard off to the northwest. 1.1*
l About an hour before dark, as Crawford's sold_e s were throwing up

wlight® line of works, Confederate strégglers , who had becon@ bewildered

and had lost their way in the wilderness, begaa rurning afoul of Crawford's

{Ipicket line, Taesa Rebels, many of whom had been e nzaged with the II Corps,

were ignorant of Crawford's position. One groupy of & egclads had w:Lt'i

Ithem {when disarmed by Crazwford's skirmishers) thres ambulances they hed

sptured, Six of them had taken Cppta_}_n Emmor B, Cope of Warren's staif

lc
orisoner, but finding themselves behind the Union lines, vhey surrendered

el

lto him, and he brought them in, A11 told, Crawford's troops disarmed 238

Afedarate enlisbed men and three officers. 15

[
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When Que tionsd by Craw1ord‘s staff, the Confederates, most of whoin
identified tbewselves as belonging to Weisiger's and Harris' brigedes,

f£lznked and broken ine IT Corps, This was the
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first intimation Crawford had ha d that matters had gone badly with Hen-

As ha was reburning to tuQ.CTO house, Mejor Roebling heard somecne
shout out in the pines, "Stop that man on horseback," As he rel nei up
his horse, Roebling saw that the newcomers were eight Rebéls in charge
of two Yanks. ALl hed loét their wey in the wilderness, The Federals

had been the Confederates' prisoners, but not one in the group knew ithe

way, so they had agreed to follow the first man who knew where he was
16
‘going.

Crawford now ordered scﬁuts oﬁt on his left. One, an intelligent
officer, returned at 6:45 to report that he had spotted a strong column
of Rebel infantfy {probably King's Alabama Brigade) passihg to Crawford's
left along a cart réad which crossed Halcher Run, one-half mile abéve the
V Corps' position. Reiaying this information t§ warren, Crawford warned
that unless the interve) between his left and the TI Corps was~ closed,
he anticipéted a fierce fight in the morning. Within fhe past few minutes,
2 North Carolinien bélonging to MacRae's brigade had been questioned., In
adﬁLuson, large numbers of Confederates from.w isiger's brigsde of Mahone's
division.had besn made prisoner, vhen they blundered into the Third Divi-
sion's line. 1
Tn event his division va@s unable to hold its own in face of tne
expected Confederate onslaught, Crawford had his pioneérsratzdarkfbfidge
Habcher ﬁun, in rear of Griffin's skirmish line. 1€ : - ’

Viarren, on learn ing that Hancock would vAthdraw his corps undsr the

87




cover of darkness, contacted Crawford. It would be best , Warren wrole,

1

'for Crawford to begin withdrawing his troops as soon as it was lignht,

l“t.-' king care to bring in all your pickets, and drive in the stragglers.”

Not knowing that Crawford'!s ploneers had already bridged the runm, Warren

Igranted his divisién commander permissién to do so, Or if he wished,
Crawférd could retire via the way he had come. Whichever route he iiook,

ICrau»rford wss to make certain that the division, Egan's, that Hancock wes

lto leave at Debney's Mill was kept posted. If he recrossed Hatcher Run

above Armstroag's dill, Crawford was to deploy his troops into double
19

lline of battle on Griffin's lefw,

Upon receipt of this message from his immediate superior, it didn't

lta}:e' Crawford long to make up his mind, as to the route his division would
Itake. He, as well as his officers and men, had had enough of the wiider-

ness through which they had marched. When the division moved, it would

Ibe across the bridge.

As a precautionary measure, Crawford reinforced his line of outposts,

I'At 3 a,m. he commenced pulling his troops out of the bridgehead. By day-—
Ilig‘nt the three brigades had reached the north bank of Hatcher Run. Be-

fore destroying the bridge, Orawford called in his pickets. The division

Iwas formed as directed on Griffin's left and facing the streanm.

Upon being notified that Crawford had retired across the run, farren

ldispatch’e_d Major Roebling to convey this information to General Egan. At

to Warren. On doing so, he

the same time, Egan was directed to report
2 g y
' 21

massed his division neer Armstrong's ¥Mill,
I ' Meanwhile, Crawford had discovered, on discussing the situation with

his brigade commanders, that some of Their pickets had not cowe in. The

: l oridee wos quickly repeired, and the

Lo
. Ty

7th Wisconsin sent back across Hatcher
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Hun. Major Hollon Richardson formed his men into line, and The;
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way slowly forward,

After léaving General Egan's command post, Major Roebling had ridden
OVEY to,Cféw4s field, where he spotted three abandoned V Corps ambulances,
Here Roebling encoﬁntered an officer and two men sent ouf to recall the
7ih Wisconsin, As.they rode through the woodls beyond‘Crow‘s, Foebling
and his companions rounded up 20 Union stragglers, They then encountered
the 7th Wisconsin, bringing in 82 prisoners. The officer in charge ex-
plained that they_had lost their way, énd Major Richardson had ridden of
in search of assistance, Within a short time Richardson returned, accom-

panied by Major Dailey. With Dailey as their guide, the regiment found

its wey back to the bridge. The last cof Crawford's people passed the-

bridge at 9 o'clock, and thé pioneers for the second time wrecked the
structure, .

At 7:30 a,m, Warren was advised that Meadé wanted him to send Ayres
with two of his brigades to occupy the "vacant space” betwéén the IX Corps!
left and Clements' house. Appropriate orders were issued,

Strégglers from the II Gor§5'continued-‘to wander into the V Corps'
lines, so Warren sent ten men from his eécort to Dabney's Mill, Major
Janes H.,Walsh'with his battalion of the 3d Pénnsylvania Cavelry would
continue to.picket the road from Dabney'é Mill to the Vaughan road cross-—

ing of Hatcher Run. Walsh notified Warren at 10 a.m, that the road wWas
. A - 22
nearly clear of wagons and stragglers.
Werren now issued orders authoriszing Egen end Crawford o withdraw.
Screened by Walsh's horsesoldiers, Egan's I Corps division moved down
the right bark of Hatcher Run to Vaughan road. Hancock, upon learning

that Fgan's division was in motlon, instructed ¥ott to hold his division

g9
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ezdy to take up the meren., The decision having been made Lo sbanden for

2

Itbe time being offensive operations desl gned to turn the right fLam of
I 1S ersburg defenses, Hancock dlre(:ue’“ Mott and Egan to return thelr

svisions to their old cemps near the Norfolk & Pefersburg EKailroad.

I While waibing at Widow Smith's for Egan's column to appear, Mott
sent Pierce's brigsde to Colonel Wyati! s, It was starting to get dark

lby the time Egan's trocps were pack id the chmp in resr of Po Bro : out

loi‘ ‘wnich they had marched 52 hours earlier. Mott's division returned

general massed Pierce's and McAllister's

23

to Southall’s at 5 p.m,, where ithe
lbz‘igades, vihile De Trobrisnd's brigade camped near Chieves'! house.
Crawford's division wzs the first V Corps unit to retire from

lHatche_r Run, teking the road back to Fort Cummings. By 10:30 Egan's

, so Warren notlfied Parke tnat

2h

'_lar\d Crawford's troops were out of sight
he was ready to recall Griffin's d:ur}_s_on.
l Chief of Staff Humphreys ab 6:4,5 a.m, had nobified Parke that he

was to be prepared to withdraw during the morning into the entrenchments

lfmm whlch his IX COTP‘J had merched on the 27th. Either Meade's head-

lquarters or Warren would notify Parke wqen o retlre 25 he was to pull

Should Parke not require his artil-

25

back simltaneously with the V Corps.

Ilery to cover his retrograde, it could precede him,

Acknowledging Humphreys' communication, Parke announced that two

lbatteries had accompanied his columns, one was with Potter at Hawks' and

Orders had been given for all

l the other in Ferrero's. rezr at Wetkins'.
. . ) . 26
wneeled vehicles to start for the rear,

I Parke's people had spent the afternoon and evening of the 27th erect—

ing breastworks. Willeox!s division on the left had dug in within 250

held by Heth's cx:wlmon. Some of the biue-




44 ., Reb
nWhe Rebels!?

coetead ki:r”pﬁ shers had advanced into the slashed timber fronuing

l:rks, On vl 1lcoxts left Hartranft's battle line was in contact with

ickel's brigade of. Griffin's division. Whlle Hertranfils troops were

7ing in, the 51st Pennsylvenla neld tne picket line, Hartrenft at

nd BB S
=T

lAsk had recalled the Permsylvanians, and each regimeul was made respon-

sible for manning the line of cutposts to its front, Colonel Cutcheon,

1

l‘:‘-.cse vrigede wes in position on Hertrenfi's Tight, lesxned from Colonel

orch at 2 p.m. that the 26 Michigan was nearly cut of cartridges. The

¥$oih Chio vias advanced and relieved the 2d Michigan on the skirmish line.

ln the extreme left, soldiers of the 2d Michigen had penetrated so deeply

nto the felled timber that it was impossible for them to retire by day-—

i
l1 cht long tomurcf dcr'c Confederates from Davis! Mississippl Brigade

e a sortie and ca“oturcd hese peop? e, Willcox's 3d Brigade, ¥McLaughlen's,

2d
ied been held in resorve t111 5 pow. McLaughlen at that hour shifted one

l:ing to Wilkins' to cover the 3hth New York Battery, and the other to the

. s : s 27
right to constitute a reserve to Ferrero's Negro Divislon. !

| l Their troops were a greater distance from the Confederates than

[illcox's, so there wes 1ittle achivity along Ferrero's and Potter's

fatigue parties were kept employed throughout the
28

icket line$. Large

: ftomoon and well into the night slasning timber and opening roads.

it 11 a.m. on October 28 Griffin and Villcox, whose divicions were

Iseparated from tne Confcderc;te fortifications by gseversl huncred yards

- of timber-—strewn ground, prepared to retire. Breaking contact with an

of lMorthern Virginia, can be a difficult

1

pressive foe, such es the Army

P

B

ltask. To conceal their :1_nteatlons, Criffin and Willcox had their brigade

‘ cormanders push skirmishers up against the slashings. The Confederates

Iat davbreak had rushed the outposts held by Griffin’s

! .

left flank brigads

A o



((l cgory's), pul they had been repulsed.

no ¢iffieul T,y in withdrawing Gregor 7

Griffin on the left encountered

15 ard Sickel's units.
s1led Cenersl Hempton to suspend his

attack, shortly after Bubler's division on the jeft and Rooney Lec's on

l rignt had established contact. Hempton told Lee and Butler to pickel

red Lo resume the fight with the 17 Corps ab dey-

o fronts and be prepa

brezk.
l Hampton and Heth met in the rein to perfect tneu' plens for uhe next

1 reed tc, Hampton reuwred to’

¢zy. A plan for joirt-scbion having bhean agry

and told th

421

ls cor_nmand post. One of Heth! aid—es rode up ab 3:30 a.m.,

nat his general had been unzble to gebt the reinforcements

lvalry leader t
he had anticirated, Consequently, Heth would not be able to co--operate

th the cavalry.

Daybrezk revealed to Hampton and his troopers thab the IT Corps had

‘ liven them the slip. Several hours passe

" ¥hen the Confederale norsesoldiers mo

d before Hemplton was akle to

ved out, Dear-

| rganize a pursui.t.
A short distence beyond Dabney's Mill on

“lng's brigade took the lead.
Ihe road to Armstreng's, Dearing's vanguard clashed with Walsh’s Lroopers.

The blueccats vwere chaged across Hatcher Bun.

l General Griffin sent his reserve brigade,

i |
‘ lt‘nis threat. Barbtletl deployed his footsoldiers to the left and right

of [‘funcc_n road, advan

Bartlettl!s, to cope with

ced the 1st Michigen and t he 118th Pennsylvania as

ccirrishers, and Wi ited for The out.terputs. Dearing's trconers crossed

Haotcher Run &b Armstrong's. But on sighting Ba rtietils weiting pattle

Dearing called a nali, After some harmless skirmisning at extreme

the Confederates melted back into the plnes out of which they had

0
n3




Trhe V Corps, upon Dearing's "r'eulremenu, returned to its. camps by waj

IO.L Duncan and Squirrel Level roads, without further adventure.

I Yilleox's éivision was assigned the task of covering the IX Corps!

retivement. OCutcheon's brigsde extended to the right and relieved

IFerrero‘s outposts. As soon as nis skirmishers reported to thelr units,

4

zrrero pub hﬂs divieiorn in mobion for Fort Cummings. Coversd by a strong

Wirwish line posted behind tme barricedss, Willcox's brigade cormanders

retired thelir units a srort distance and re-formed them into line of bate

le, The plc,cets then pulled back. OCver on the left, while Hartranft's

nis skirmishers in Clements! field,

Devig' Mississippians ¢

Ibet le line was in Watkins' field and
I harged over the abandoned btreastworks with wild

uzenel Yells. .They, however, chose not to press their advantage
I Continuing the relrograce,’ Willcox next drew up his troops near the
abzndoned Bebei Redoubt. and waited till the V Corps' rear guard Walsh‘
I cavalry, had filed up Sguirrel Level road Meanwhile 5 General Potier had

.pulled his trcops out of the newly erected works, postlng Colonel Jonn 1.

I Curtin's briga'd.e, supporbed by a section of the 19th New York Battery, 2

I short distance west of Fort Cummings. As soon as the V Corps wes out of

the way, Willcox's troops withdrew into the fortified zone oul of which

l they had advanced the previous day. Cortin's infantrymen, as soon as

Villeox!s skirmishers had passed, follow ed. v 6 p.m., October 2g¢, Parke

h* a1l his troops in thelr old posj.tlons

The last bluecoats (net counting wcunded and stragglers) to leave the

ares about Burgess' Nill were 70 men of the 1st Minresoia and the 7th

line in the woods between White

¢k and plank roads. At davbreak 1v was discovered that 211 thelr com-

hed gone, Captain Jemes C. Farwell of the 18t Minnesova, as sealor

»

0
U

I Michigan. They had manned the picket

‘azid";his picket line:re-established.

.30
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icer present, took charge. He and his men re’rag_nod undercever ti
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» Hempton's horsesoldiers had moved out in pursuit of the II Corps.

ing the Field north of Mrs, Rainey's on the double, the Yanks nade

)
s
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the pines between Queker and Debouey s Mill roads, Aveoiding roads
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wherever possible, Farwell and his men headed southeast, and succeeded
in regaining the Union lines by way of Reams' Station. In making their
taway, the footsoldiers twice clabhed with roving mounted Confederate

N
ratrols, 3

‘.
A
e
\F
24

b

General Nelson Miles on the evening of October 27 ordersd oul two

4

at patrols, These groups were to probe the Confederate defenses to

o
o]
o]
ﬁa

their front to ascertain if the Rebel generals were withdrawing men to
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oppose the Army of the Potomacts drive toward the South Side Railrcad.

lCa’Otc.ln Jeremian Z, Brovm of tne 1L8th Permsylvania with 1C0 men mov ed

out of the Union rifle-pits in frout of Fort Morton. Aboub the same

Itime, 130 bluecoats led by Lieutenant Colonel Dénis F. Burke of the 88th

INew York preced themselves to chargs the Rebel picket line at the chimneys,

opposite Fort Sedgwick.

l General Bushrod Johnson, whose division held the earthworks to Miles'

front ha,d made several changes in his deployment. PBrigadier General

lhllllam H. ‘nallace s South Carolina Brigade had been shifted to the right

to relieve King's and Herris! brigades of Mzhone's lelS.LOTl in the trenches.

lColo‘nel Jonn T. Goode's Virginiz Brigade was called up from the reserve

These changes

33

Ito occupy the rifie-pits vacated by the South Carolinians,
left Johr'son holding the sector from the Appeomattox to Batlery No. 30,

I Unwittingly, Miles had selected poinis to be probed thal were held

~0
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v troops unfamiliar with tneir surroundings. Brown ané his Pennsylvan-

lans had only 40 yards Lo COvVer, after they left the protection afforded

I;, reir brenches, to reach their goal--Davidson's Fattery. It was the

‘ hour for posting and relleving sentries, so the division officer of the

lay mistook the Yarks for pickets returning to the line, He passed the

Ifor"&. for his men to hold thelr fire. Troops posted in the rifle-pits in

resr of the Crater had the impression that Brown and his Pennsylvenians

l:ere geserters coming over to their side. A light fire, however, was:

ope pits to the right end

ned by the butiernuts stationed in the riflie~

ILeft of Davidson's Batvery.

‘ With their axss, the Federsls in the meantime had opened a passage

’ through the cigg*rau;g-vgg--ggga, Pressing quickly on, they entered the

I>attery, capturing four officers and 13 enlisted men of the 37th and

L7th Virginia. The Confederates now realized that they had been mnis-

ltaken.' A savage counterattack ves launched by one of Goode's regiments

from the southv:est. Refore Miles had a chance to take advantage oi_’ the

ts patrol, the butternuts had recovered Davidson's

' 34,
lBattery, taking 15 prisoners.

success scored by Brown

Tt was 10 p.m. when Burke's patrol charged the Confederate line of

loutpo’sts west of the Rives Salient. The Wintense darkness and rain®

covered the bluecoats' advance, and they carried about 200 yards of

picket line neld by tne Holcombe Soubh Carolina Legion, capturing eight
lSo:_ltherners. whereupon, the Conf edsrate artillery opened along the en—

tire front. The Union cannoneers replied. A furious cannonade ensued,

legting for aboub 30 minutes. Covered by this bombardment, General

I \iallece organized 2 o0C-man detachmend from the Legion and the 18th

Soghh Cerolins. Headed by Captain A. V. Brovn of the Legion, the

i s e R




slunteers advanced to recover the line of ocubposts, The South Carolin.

tens cautiously approached to within 20 or 30 yards of the pickst line

l-r.d hen chargea recovering the works and Vecapturing 14 prisoners, with
their arms and accouterments, and a small lot of intrenching tools. ! 32
I Viles! twin thrusts against Johnson's division had immediate and

ionorbant repercussions, Ceneral Hill, who had been willing teo increase

re strength of Heth's s’-_brik‘ing force, now had a change of heart, No
lcmforcemenus w0uld be forthcoming, and Hampton and Heth would have to
forego the joint infant ry-cavalry attack on the IT Coros scheduled for
Iaybreak on the 28th. Indeed, Hill wes so alarmed for the safety of the

lecuo** held by Johnson's division that orders were issued recalling
i

zhone end the three br‘lgaqe with which he hed marched to meet the

36

ed

Under the cover of aa:mness, Heth had recalled the four infantry

Iu gades that had crossed Hatcher Run to carry the fight to the Army of
ihe Potomac. Two of the brigades (MacRae's and Weisiger's) retired in
consmerable dlsorder Yhen Maior J. R, Lewellen mistered the 12th

l cinia, he found that he had lost 3 killed, 13 wounded, end 76 miss-

ing and presumed to be prisoners. One of MacRae's veterans recalled,

The affeir at Burgess! Mill was marred by the nisunderstanding of his
rders by an officer in high rank, by which he failed to reinforce as
A . . S : 38
N etruched! our brigade, thereby causing us to suffer & heavy loss.
I News that the II Corps had stolen a march on Hampton and Heth,
cansed Hill to fret, He feared that unless Mahone marched rapidly,
\
lrm vederals would effect such a concentration in front of Johnson's

cotor that they would be able to score a breakbhrough. Sergeant Sale

I.c‘/"
T

revoried

I

A~

that his brigade, along with Herris! and King's, hurried back
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o our "old positions." It was discovered Yon gebling to our old place

our extreme left,

f

nat the enemy had attacked in zddition to our right

Baxber road, but were defeated in all their attempts.

1B 39
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o ends another 'On to D.:Lcemond

The Army of the Potomac listed its casualiies in the battle of the

-m—

o7dton Plank Road as 166 killed, 1,028 wounded, &nd 561; missing.: Of

nese, the 1T Corpg had logt the lion's shars- »99 ‘f-llerl, 5392 woundsd,

40 . ) ' _
ihcz L20 m1551ng. Confederate casualtles were never completely re-

ported, The Union Dfovost—marshal reported that 530 Confederate pri~

I%o**-.ers from Welsiger's, Coo}ce’s, and MecRae's brigades were sent in by

the TI Corps, while 148 soldiers (211 from Weisiger's brigade, except

sor a few stragglers from Cocke's brigede) hed been turned over to his

ecple by the V Corps. Twenty Rebel cavalrymen had also besn counted.

Thus  ended the most ambitious of the Union attempsts in the autumn

lof 186, to outflank the Richmond-Petersburg line. It closed with 2

Confederate victory. Many soldiers hoped that this would be the last

great battle in this sector for the year, because of the weather, which had

Ibeen mild and open in October, becane uncertain with the opening of Novem-

ber. i

e

l It should have been anoaren’c by now to C—ram and Iueade that b’y

sending columns oub to threaten the flanks of the Rlch*nond Pstersburg

1ine that they were playing into General Lee's hands. Eech time that

IJ.L was tried, the Confederates ussd their enbrenchments to hold the

rederals to their froat in check with a comparatively small fox ce, wiﬁlfie

lt_‘ne" concentrated against the i‘lanking column 2 sufficient force to buf-
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Meade {ubs His Commitments and Pulls Back
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